
This past 

January,  

Nicole and I 

took a trip to 

New York 

City. There 

were many 

highlights, 

including 

checking off 

a bucket-list 

item of seeing Jerry Seinfeld per-

form stand-up live (yes, he had me 

in tears). We also ate at Russ & 

Daughters, wandered the East Vil-

lage, and walked through neigh-

borhood after neighborhood that 

felt unmistakably Jewish. Hebrew 

lettering. Synagogues on busy 

streets. Jewish life not tucked 

away, but simply there. 

I know this shouldnôt have sur-

prised me. A lot of Jews live in 

Manhattan. Still, coming from the 

Pacific Northwest, it was striking to 

see such visible, confident, thriving 

Jewish presence woven into every-

day life. 

And it got me thinking about 

home. 

Here in Bellingham, outside of 

the Beth Israel property, one could 

live their entire life without realizing 

there are Jews here. Our numbers 

are smaller, of course, but beyond 

that, Judaism itself is largely invisi-

ble. We donôt have Jewish delis 

downtown, or multiple shuls clus-

tered together, or Hebrew signs in 

Continued on page 10 

VOL. 30, NO. 4   *   Congregation Beth Israel   *   Bellingham, WA 98229   *   bethisraelbellingham.org   *  (360) 733-8890 

 MARCH/APRIL 2026   ADAR/NISSAN/IYAR 5786 

THE SHUL SHOFAR 
FROM THE RABBI 

Unapologeti-
cally Jewish  

¶ March-August  
Featured Artist, 
page 4 

¶ Upcoming Events,  
page 7 

¶ Faces in Our  
Community: 
Whitney and Mike 
Queisser, page 8 

INSIDE: 

Weôre proud that CBI has groups 

for so many in our community. How-

ever, missing among them has been 

a Brotherhood. And now after sever-

al quiet years, the Brotherhood at 

Congregation Beth Israel is coming 

back ð and weôre excited to hear the 

sound of that shofar again. 

On Friday night, April 19, at 5:00 

pm, a group of us will lace up our 

bowling shoes and roll a few frames 

together at Park Bowl. Yes, there will 

be gutter balls. Yes, there will be 

strikes. But the real goal of the even-

ing isnôt a perfect score ð itôs rebuild-

ing something many of us didnôt even 

realize we were missing: meaningful 

friendships between Jewish men. 

Youôve probably seen this question 

asked in the news: Why is it so hard 

for men to make and maintain friend-

ships as adults? To paraphrase the 

answer: Men are kind of terrible at it.  

This isnôt just anecdotal. Thereôs 

real research behind this. The Gates 

Foundation provides funding for re-

search and advocacy to promote 

gender equality. The great majority 

of that funding goes to support re-

search and advocacy for historically 

marginalized groups; though they 

support one research team that stud-

ies men.  

In 2023, the Ezra Klein Show ran 

an episode titled ñThe Men and Boys 

Are Not Alright,ò that featured one of 

their researchers, Richard Reeves, 

author of Of Boys and Men. Reeves 

shared some of the growing body of 

evidence that men today are more 

socially isolated than previous gener-

ations. Fewer close friendships. Less 

community connection. More loneli-

ness. And fewer spaces where men 

are encouraged ð let alone taught 

ð to build bonds with one another. 

Judaism has always understood 

this. From minyan to chavruta, from 

sitting shiva to showing up with a 

shovel at a cemetery, Jewish life is 

built around humanity, kindness, and 

connection. Men werenôt meant to 

drift alone; they were meant to be-

long. 

The Brotherhood is our communi-

tyôs attempt to respond Jewishly to 

Continued on page 12 
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Beth Israel is a 
member of:  

Although I 

have lived in 

Bellingham for 

only five 

years, I know 

that our con-

gregation has 

called this 

beautiful building home for seven. 

Soon after it opened, COVID re-

quired us to close our doors to the 

public for an extended time.  

Since 2022, however, we have 

joyfully returned to full life. On any 

weekday you might find commit-

tees gathered around tables, 

friends knitting together, a lively 

mahjong game underway, or volun-

teers preparing for upcoming 

events. Sundays bring the energy 

of Kesher students, families, and 

teachers, along with, of course, 

more mahjong. Many evenings the 

building hums with meetings and 

community activity.  

Like any structure that has been 

well used for seven years, our syn-

agogue is beginning to need re-

pairs and replacements and a num-

ber of smaller projects still must be 

completed. The Building Fund that 

supported the new synagogue con-

struction has been drawn down 

and needs to be replenished to 

continue to meet all of these ongo-

ing needs. We want our synagogue 

to remain a place we are proud to 

enter, a welcoming, well-

maintained home for worship, 

learning, and connection.  

It is now our shared responsibility 

as congregants to help ñbuild upò 

this fund so that we can continue to 

care for this special space.  

I invite you to consider making a 

gift to the Building Fund, at whatev-

er level feels comfortable, to help 

preserve the home that gives so 

much to all of us. Every contribu-

tion, large or small, makes a differ-

ence. Together we can ensure that 

our synagogue continues to be a 

place of warmth, learning, celebra-

tion, and community for many 

years to come.  

Donations to the Building Fund 

can be made on our website, or 

contact the office to learn how you 

can participate in caring for our 

beautiful synagogue.  

 

 

Our Synagogue, Our Shared 
Responsibility  

From the President... 



March/April 2026 The Shul Shofar  Page 3 

Archives:  

Tim Baker, (360) 305-6945  

Care: 

Else Sokol, (360) 393-9618 

Sarah Witte, (360) 296-3058  

 

 

 

Membership: 

Sue Mahar (360) 319-5314 

Library, Scrip: 

Joan Wayne, (360) 676-8939 

Gartner Scholarship Fund:  

Carol Robinson, (360) 671-3852   

 

Synagogue 411 

Purim at CBI was a true celebration of community, and 

Kesher is deeply grateful to the many volunteers who 

helped make it happen. From hamantaschen bakers and 

Mishloah Manot assemblers, to delivery teams who en-

sured every congregant received a bag, to the many 

hands that brought the Purim carnival to life ð this joyful 

effort truly took a village. We were also touched by the 

generosity of congregants who donated directly to 

Kesher in support of the fundraiser. The carnival was 

bustling with energy, laughter, and participants of all  

ages, and it would not have been possible without you. 

Thank you for showing up so generously for our commu-

nity ð we look forward to continuing to build these  

moments together. 

One of the highlights still to come this spring is our an-

nual Kesher Shabbaton, scheduled for the weekend of 

May 16-17 at Camp Kalsman. Families will arrive on Sat-

urday, stay overnight, and depart Sunday afternoon. The 

weekend will include staff-led activities on the high ropes 

course and at the lake, arts and crafts for all ages, pri-

vate lodging for each family, and a festive Saturday 

evening campfire followed by havdalah. We are also ex-

ploring the option for families to join us just for Sunday if 

they are unable to stay overnight. Registration will open 

on March 8, when Camp Kalsman staff visit Kesher and 

lead special activities with our students ð a perfect way 

to build excitement for the weekend ahead. 

Finally, we are proud to share that Rabbi Samuels and 

Mikayla Goodkin recently returned from Washington, DC, 

where they chaperoned ten high school students partici-

pating in the Lôtaken Social Justice Seminar. Over four 

meaningful days, students explored Jewish values and 

civic responsibility through hands-on learning about lob-

bying and government. Their experience included touring 

Washington, DC, visiting the Holocaust Museum, cele-

brating havdalah at the Jefferson Memorial, exploring 

Smithsonian museums, enjoying an evening in 

Georgetown, and participating in a lobby day on Capitol 

Hill. Students met with representatives from Senator 

Murrayôs and Senator Cantwellôs offices, as well as Rep-

resentative Larsenôs office ð an inspiring opportunity to 

see Jewish values in action. 

As we look ahead, the Kesher administrative team is 

already hard at work planning for the coming school 

year. Our goals remain steady: 26 teaching days and an 

enrollment of 100 students. We are finalizing the 2026-

2027 school calendar now and plan to share it with 

Kesher families before the end of this school year. By 

releasing the calendar earlier, we hope to help families 

plan more easily and feel confident about the year 

ahead. 

Thank you for being part of Kesherôs learning, growth, 

and community spirit. We look forward to all thatôs still 

ahead this year.  

Kesher Highlights    
BY VICTORIA MAYERS, KESHER CO-DIRECTOR  

From the Kesher Center for Jewish Learning 

Welcome to our new members! 

 

¶ Abe and Carole Jacobson ï Bellingham 

¶ Alex Ross and Atti Gunther ï Bellingham 

The Kvelling Corner 
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òFrom Mount Baker to Brazil, a Journey of Love,ò by 

Paul Blum, is the fifth exhibition in the Programming 

Committeeôs Visual Art Series showcasing the work of 

CBI artists. Paulôs paintings will be on display in the foyer 

and social hall from March through August, 2026.  

The March 20 6:15 pm Shabbat service will include 

remarks from Paul about his art and the exhibition, after 

which we will celebrate the opening of the show at the 

Oneg. On Sun-

day, March 29 at 

2:00 pm, Paul 

will present an 

Artist Talk, fol-

lowed by a re-

ception in the 

social hall.  

Long-time con-

gregant Paul 

Blumôs brightly 

colored images 

reflect his joyful 

spirit and draw 

from experiences 

in both the Pacif-

ic Northwest and 

in Brazil. Paul 

and his wife,  

Alison Zak, 

moved to the 

Skagit Valley in 

1971. His rustic 

barn studio is next to their home. With son Avram and 

family in Brazil, and son Isaac (CBI Board member) and 

family in Bellingham, Paulôs show depicts his love of fam-

ily, friends and nature in both locales.  

ñI always wanted to do oil painting, so I picked it up 

when I retired, 17 years ago,ò says Paul. ñAfter a stress-

ful career in nursing, which required control, exactitude, 

planning, and serious attention to detail, painting has 

allowed me to relax, experiment freely, play without re-

straint, and step outside of ordinary time.ò 

Growing up in Chicago, Paul was exposed to art and 

history at the Art Institute of Chicago, which led to a life-

long love of both. With no formal art training, Paul con-

siders his art to be naµve and primitive expressions of his 

love for the environment in which he lives, and of the 

urges that make humans create. This self-described 

ñbeginnerôs mindò ð and the playful curiosity that comes 

with it ð results in works that are fresh and engaging. 

Paulôs process is intuitive, and while he may sketch  

ideas, ultimately, the brushstrokes and his own gut feel-

ings render the results. He describes this process, ñsort 

of like praying in synagogue, like a Zen thing, a medita-

tive thing. Part is intellectual, but part is a lack of control. 

Youôre giving up some controléItôs like itôs a magical 

thingébecause I 

wasnôt that much 

in control of it.ò 

   One of Paulôs 

first paintings 

was inspired by 

an experience 

with friends, in a 

cabin near Mar-

blemount along 

the Diobsud 

Creek, in the 

rainforest. ñThe 

sunlight shattered 

by the thick cano-

py of the fir and 

cedar, the night 

of wonderful mu-

sic we all made, 

and the moon-

light ð all had a 

lasting effect on 

me, enjoying na-

ture, each otherôs company, and making music togeth-

er.ò This experience was the catalyst for developing the 

bold, outlined style for which heôs recognized, in which 

colors glow, described by some as reminiscent of stained

-glass windows.  

Paulôs work has been exhibited in Mount Vernon at the 

Lincoln Theatre during a First Saturday Art Walk, and at 

the River Gallery; in La Conner at the Museum of North-

west Artôs Annual Auction; and, in Edison at Smith and 

Vallee, Gallery Cygnus, and the Edison Eye Building & 

Studio.  

While art displayed during the exhibition series is not 

for sale through CBI, if you are interested in purchasing 

artwork, you may contact Paul at zakblum@frontier.com 

or 360-391-2004.  

Paul Blum ð CBI Artist Featured in Exhibition 
Series: March through August, 2026  
BY DEBORAH RENNER 
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Our CBI community has an opportunity to share our 

voices! Thanks to an Ignition Grant from the Jewish Fed-

eration of Greater Seattle, we will be creating a multime-

dia storytelling initiative, Bellingham Voices, to share 

personal stories from Jews living in the Bellingham area 

and create resources that build understanding, empathy, 

and connection in the wider community.  

When this project is completed, we will premiere it with 

an ñEvening of Voices,ò after which it will be shared as a 

traveling exhibit with schools, youth, civic, and other or-

ganizations.  

Why this project? 

Many of us have felt that being Jewish in a small com-

munity can be both meaningful and complicated. Over 

the past several years, members of our community have 

reported increased experiences of antisemitism and  

antizionism in schools, workplaces, and public spaces.  

At the same time, many non-Jewish neighbors lack per-

sonal relationships with Jews and struggle to understand 

how these hatreds actually show up in real lives. 

Bellingham Voices seeks to address this gap through 

storytelling. By sharing lived experiences ð using short 

recorded interviews (video, audio, and written excerpts) 

ð we hope to humanize Jewish identity, foster dialogue, 

and create educational materials that can be used in 

schools, libraries, universities, and civic spaces. 

The most important invitation: your story 

We invite you to share a paragraph or two describing a 

story you think might be meaningful to tell as part of this 

project. Stories might explore questions such as: 

¶ What is it like to be Jewish in Bellingham or in What-

com/Skagit County? 

¶ Have you experienced antisemitism or antizionism at 

work, in school, or in public life? 

¶ Have there been moments of courage, pride, allyship, 

or challenge that shaped your Jewish experience? 

¶ How has being Jewish here affected your sense of be-

longing, identity, or safety? 

Stories can come from any stage of life: teens, young 

adults, parents, elders, longtime residents, newcomers, 

interfaith families. All voices are welcome. 

From these written submissions, the project team will 

select a group of participants to be interviewed on cam-

era or audio. Not every submission will become a record-

ed interview, but every story shared will help shape the 

project. 

More ways to help 

In addition, we would love to hear from community 

members who might want to help behind the scenes. If 

you have experience with video or audio editing, inter-

viewing or journalism, production support, logistics, or 

event planning. Or if youôre simply interested in helping 

bring this project to life, please let us know. There is a 

stipend we can offer for those working on this project. 

How to participate 

Please email your story paragraph(s), or your interest in 

helping with production, to rabbi@bethisraelbellingham.org 

and melissa.schapiro@bethisraelbellingham.org  

You are also welcome to reach out with questions or to 

talk through an idea before submitting. 

We are deeply grateful to the Federation for believing 

in this project, and we are excited ð and humbled ð to 

begin this work together. Bellingham Voices will only be 

possible because of the courage, honesty, and generosi-

ty of this community. 

Share Your Jewish Voice! 

Hebrew Free Loan Association of Washington State 

(HFLA) has supported Washingtonôs Jewish community 

since 1914 by providing confidential, interest-free loans 

rooted in Jewish values of dignity and mutual responsibil-

ity. HFLA helps individuals and families navigate financial 

challenges and build stability during lifeôs pivotal moments. 

Loans are available for a range of essential needs, 

including emergency expenses, education, healthcare, 

and debt consolidation. The applica-

tion process is respectful and 

straightforward. Learn more or apply 

at www.hflawa.org 

HFLA is proud to partner with local 

synagogues and community organi-

zations to ensure that no one has to 

face financial hardship alone. 

A Resource for our Community 
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On Sunday, April 26, at 

2:00 pm, CBI member 

Brenda Miller will read 

from her new memoir, 

Love You, Bye: A Daugh-

ter's Journey in Essays 

and Poems, which chroni-

cles her experience as a 

caregiver to her aging 

parents. The book, which 

will be released April 7, 

2026, weaves together 

essays and poems to 

map the terrain of family, 

faith, and the art of saying 

goodbye. 

Following the reading and a Q&A, Brenda will lead a 

writing workshop exploring the holiness embedded in 

everyday moments ð a mother's voice on the phone, 

the rituals of Passover and Chanukah, the simple words 

ñlove you, bye.ò Through brief writing exercises, partici-

pants will explore how poetry and prose can work to-

gether to illuminate our Jewish lives ð discovering how 

ancient ritual, family story, and small gestures of love 

become the material of lasting literature. All levels of 

writing experience are welcome. 

Brenda has also published five essay collections and 

is co-author of the acclaimed craft book Tell It Slant and 

of The Pen and the Bell: Mindful Writing in a Busy World. 

Her poetry chapbook The Daughters of Elderly Women 

received the Floating Bridge Press award. A seven-time 

Pushcart Prize winner, she is Professor Emerita of Eng-

lish at Western Washington University, where she taught 

creative writing for 25 years. She became an adult Bat 

Mitzvah at CBI in 2024. 

Marjorie Sandor, author of Portrait of My Mother, Who 

Posed Nude in Wartime, says about Brendaôs new mem-

oir, ñLike light from a stained-glass window, this poignant 

reflection on daughterhood restores wonder to every-

thing it touches. Miller sets her disparate shards of 

memory side by side, offering poems and lyric essays 

with a candid, generous hand until a shimmering portrait 

of hard-won adulthood emerges. Love You, Bye honors 

not only her beloved parents, but the world as they 

taught her to observe it, with keen, unflinching, and joy-

ous attention.ò  

Robin Hemley, author of How to Change History, A 

Salvage Project suggests ñApproach this book not as 

your typical collection of essays and poems, but as a jar 

of bright beads, cohesively combined yet individually 

shimmering as they catch the tender reflected light of 

their subjects: Millerôs aging 

parents foremost, as well as 

Millerôs own many stored 

selves from childhood to 

early old age. Long admired 

as an essayist of stunning 

invention and sensitivity, 

Miller had me nearly in tears 

from the outset and wouldnôt 

let me catch my shaky 

breath until the very last.ò  

CBI members and friends 

are invited to join us in cele-

brating the release of Love 

You, Bye, which will be 

available for purchase at the 

event. 

CBI Member Brenda Miller Memoir Released ð 
The Sacred in the Ordinary: Writing Our  
Jewish Lives  
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Friday, Mar 6 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service 

Friday, Mar. 13 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat  

Saturday, Mar. 14 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Vayakhel-Pekudei) 

 10:30 am Saturday Shabbat 

Friday, Mar. 20  6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Mar. 21 11:00 am Tot Shabbat 

Friday, Mar. 27  7:30 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Mar. 28 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Tzav) 

 10:30 am Conservative Lay 

Led Minyan 

 

 

Friday, Apr. 3 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service 

Saturday, Apr. 4 10:30 am Contemplative 

Service 

Friday, Apr. 10 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Apr. 11 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Shemini) 

 10:30 am Reform Service 

Friday, Apr. 17 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Apr. 18 10:00 am Meadow Ross Bat 

Mitzvah 

Friday, Apr. 24  7:30 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Apr. 25 10:00 am Emma Konikoff Bat 

Mitzvah 

January/February 2026 Service Schedule  

PLEASE NOTE: Friday evening services and Saturday Torah study will be hybrid, allowing congregants and 

visitors to worship or study in person, or attend via Zoom. Except for Bônei Mitzvah, all Saturday morning 

services will be in-person only.  

Yom HaShoah Ve-Hagevurah: 

Holocaust and Heroism Remembrance Day 

Monday, April 13, 7:00 pm 

Please join us for our annual Yom HaShoah Service  

of Remembrance. This intergenerational event will in-

clude leadership from our eighth-grade students, Rabbi  

Samuels, and Andrea Shupack. As in years past, these 

incredible teens have created a service packet filled with 

their poetry and writings.    

 

Yom HaôAtzmaut: 

Israeli Independance 

Day 

Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 

pm 

Please join your CBI 

community as we sing 

and eat in celebration of 

Medinat Yisrael. Our 

evening will begin with a Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memori-

al Day) siren and moment of silence, followed by 

ñHatikva.ò Rabbi Samuels will lead the ninth annual  

Hidon haTanakh (Torah Trivia) so brush up on your He-

brew Bible! Happy seventy-eighth birthday, Israel! 

RSVP by April 10 so we know how much falafel and 

Israeli food we should order. 

 

CBI Annual Meeting  

Sunday, May 3, 4:00 pm 

All members are warmly encouraged to join us for our 

Annual Meeting as we reflect on the past year, share 

plans for the future, and strengthen our community to-

gether.  

 

Womenôs Retreat Shabbaton  

Saturday, May 9 

A special Shabbat experience at Congregation Beth 

Israel. Details to follow. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
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They have full-time jobs and a de-

lightful three-year-old daughter, 

Eva, but Whitney Queisser recently 

completed a certificate program on 

behavioral insight and is now work-

ing on an MBA and Mike Queisser 

has been learning how to use and 

maintain mountain bikes and has 

just finished a handsome coffee ta-

ble he made in a carpentry work-

shop.  
Moreover, both learned their present work skills out of 

school. Mikeôs degree is in zoology, from UW, and Whit-

neyôs is in international relations and history, from UC 

Davis. They now work in IT and digital marketing, re-

spectively. 

Their lives together started when they met in the San 

Francisco Bay Area through a dating app. 

Whitney was born and raised in that area, as were her 

parents. She was employed by a company that made  

devices to test technological systems ð for example, in 

self-driving cars. Not quite international relations, but 

some of her friends worked there, and the company 

sounded interesting, so after college she applied for a 

job in procurement with that firm. She ended up manag-

ing production for them. Mike was raised on Mercer Is-

land, and was working in IT at Stanford. He had interned 

at UW with a Biology Department professor studying 

snails. The profesor had amassed 60 years of data and 

wanted a computer program to display his materials. 

Mike developed the program for him, studying program-

ming on his own, and went on to work in biology-related 

IT in the Bay Area.  

Both Whitney and Mike had recently ended long-term 

relationships. Mike was just starting with the dating app, 

but Whitney had decided that this was going to be the 

last date she would accept through it. That was in Sep-

tember 2014: She was 27 and he was in his early thir-

ties. By April she knew that this was the man she wanted 

to marry. It didnôt take Mike much longer to feel that he 

had found his wife. 

Early in their dating history, Mike made it clear that he 

wanted to return to Washington some day. If Whitney 

couldnôt accept that move, then they shouldnôt continue to 

see one another. Growing up with a love for the moun-

tains, water, and forests of our state, Mike didnôt want to 

spend the rest of his life in the busy Bay Area, despite the 

fact that his brother and sister-in-law had moved there 

from Seattle. So, a few years after he and Whitney mar-

ried, they started looking for somewhere in Washington 

that felt like home. Mikeôs father was living in Bellingham, 

and when a real estate agent who turned out to be a high 

school classmate of Mikeôs showed them pictures of a 

house near Lake Whatcom, they decided to buy it on the 

spot. They moved here five years ago. Now Whitneyôs 

widowed mother has happily fled Arizona to live in Glen-

haven, near Sudden Valley, bringing more of the family 

together. 

After Eva was born, Whitney and Mike began looking 

for a Jewish congregation. They wanted Eva to grow up 

in a Jewish community. To their surprise and delight, 

they found CBI right here in Bellingham and started com-

ing to Tot Shabbat as soon as Eva could take it in. Eva is 

also in the Kesher Gan. She loves to sing and dance and 

is especially happy when Mikayla brings her guitar. 

Some months ago, Whitney and Mike realized that they 

werenôt on the hosting roster for Tot Shabbat because 

Continued on page 11 

Whitney, Eva, and Mike Queisser 

Ever Learning Something New: 
Whitney and Mike Queisser 
 BY MINDA RAE AMIRAN  
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1. High school students participating in the Lôtaken Social Justice Seminar. 2. Jason Benheim and the Hebrew Word of the 

Day at Kesher. 3. Archive event at Western. 4. The newly decorated teen lounge. 5. Meredith Attar at Beit Caf®. 

1 2 

3 4 

5 
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shop windows. Weôre tucked away 

up on the hill. As good as The Ba-

gelry is, it isnôt a Jewish establish-

ment. Occasionally, you might notice 

the large chanukiah outside the Cha-

bad house, but otherwise, Jewish life 

stays quiet. 

Realizing this made me a little sad. 

In my High Holy Day sermons, I 

spoke about the importance of dou-

bling down on our Judaism ð espe-

cially in times when it might feel easi-

er to blend in or keep our identities 

private. This trip reinforced that mes-

sage for me. Iôm not suggesting we 

open businesses with Yiddish names 

or suddenly plaster Hebrew across 

storefronts. Thatôs not who we are, 

and thatôs okay. But I do wonder if 

there are small, meaningful ways we 

can be more ñoutò and proud of who 

we are. 

Maybe itôs wearing our magen da-

vid, chai, or hamsa necklaces on the 

outside instead of tucked into our 

shirts. Maybe itôs putting on a kippah 

at certain moments ð I always wear 

mine when visiting someone in the 

hospital or caring for the sick. Maybe 

itôs finally putting up that mezuzah 

thatôs been sitting in a junk drawer, 

waiting for the right time. Maybe itôs 

lighting Shabbat candles where oth-

ers can see the glow, or wishing 

someone ñShabbat shalomò without 

worrying how it will be received. 

We will never be New York, and 

thatôs perfectly fine. But we can 

share the same unapologetic pride in 

our Jewishness. When we make our-

selves visible, we educate without 

lecturing. We invite curiosity instead 

of confusion. We create opportunities 

for allies to find us. Personally, I 

would love to reach a point where 

fewer people ask where my ñJewish 

churchò is or how long Iôve been the 

ñJewish pastor.ò 

Our Judaism doesnôt need to shout 

ð but it does deserve to be seen. 

  

RABBI JOSHUA SAMUELS 

Continued from page 1 

FROM THE RABBI 

Please join us for this yearôs second-night Community 

Passover Seder. The Seder will begin at 5:30 pm Tues-

day, April 2, 2026 (doors open at 5:00 pm), at the syn-

agogue, 751 San Juan Blvd. 

Our Seder will be, once again, catered by A Taste of 

Elegance, and will include a delicious Passover buffet 

dinner with salmon or vegetarian, gluten-free and dairy-

free options, as well as kosher for Passover wine. You 

may bring your own wine if you like. 

The link to register can be found on our website at 

bethisraelbellingham.org or in the weekly Timbrel.  

Registration deadline is March 20. 

 

For questions, contact  

¶ Nicole Samuels, nicolesamuels@gmail.com 

or  

¶ Jane Hammerstrom, janeboman@gmail.com 

We hope to see you there! 

Rabbi Samuels and Mikayla Goodkin To Lead 
2026 Community Seder 

Camp Kalsman this year for her fourth summer and  

also enjoys babysitting for many different congregation 

families. 

 

The Konikoff family invites you to join them in  

this simcha! 

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday April 24, 2026 at 7:30 pm    

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  
Saturday, April 25, 2026 at 10:00am  

Kiddush lunch afterwards in the social hall  

If you are planning to attend the Saturday service  

and kiddush lunch, please RSVP at:  

www.epiccelebrationsnw.com/emmakservice  

Emma Suzanne Konikoff will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitz-

vah on April 25, 2026. She is the 

daughter of Isaac and Samantha 

Konikoff, and the little sister to 

Evan Konikoff. Emma is a seventh 

grader at Kulshan Middle School. 

She is either with her friends or at 

BAAY taking singing lessons, part 

of dance group or rehearsing for a 

show. Emma has been a part of 

BAAY since she was 5 years old. Her Bat Mitzvah project 

has been helping with the younger classes at BAAY for 

the past 2 years as an assistant. Emma is about to go to 

Bat Mitzvah 

https://bethisraelbellingham.org/
mailto:nicolesamuels@gmail.com
mailto:janeboman@gmail.com
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they had never officially joined the congregation. Now 

they are among our newest members. 

There is never a dull moment in their busy household. 

Eva goes to a preschool in Silver Lake and both her par-

ents volunteer there; Whitney is board treasurer. Eva is 

starting to take viola lessons (her choice of instrument). 

Her favorite thing besides music is dinosaurs (she knows 

all their names) and watching Paw Patrol on TV. Her par-

ents foster rescue dogs from time to time and have 

adopted good-looking Julie from the shelter. Of course, 

they also have professional jobs. Mike runs IT engineer-

ing for a San Francisco firm that makes online business 

software for collaboration and sharing. Whitney works for 

a different SF firm, whose product helps knowledge 

workers and students convey information appropriately 

for different audiences.  

The couple have reconnected with old friends and 

have made new friends in Bellingham as well. Yet even 

in all this whirl of activity, they see continuous learning as 

the staple of their lives. 

 

Continued from page 8 

FACES IN OUR COMMUNITY 

If you and I have chatted for more than a bit, you prob-

ably know that I feel a great passion for gardening! Gar-

dening is a flexible pursuit. It can be small or large. It can 

take a small amount of time, or hours a week. It can be 

minimalist, maximalist, retro, modern, ornamental, or edi-

ble (or both). It can be solo or communal, indoors or out-

doors. It is right 

brain and left 

brain ð artistic 

and pragmatic.  

I invite you to join 

the CBI Garden-

ing Team! This is 

an expanded 

version of Team 

Mayim, which 

was born in the 

summer of 2019.   

The landscape 

was installed that 

spring, and then 

we had one of 

the hottest and 

driest summers 

ever. This dedicated team watered the new plantings with 

determination, and we lost, I think, only two of the hun-

dreds of new plants. The original plantings are well-

established, and we have some new areas, all of which 

need a modicum of TLC now and again. We also have 

some projects coming up. There is something for any 

amount of time, energy, or knowhow! Some folks like to 

join the occasional work party for spring cleaning or plant-

ing a new bed. Other folks like the idea of having a 15-

minute job they could do once a week or so when they 

are up at the synagogue 

anyway. We need burly 

folks and folks who 

need to be gentle on 

their bodies. We need 

busy parents who want 

to spend a bit of time 

showing their kids that 

helping out is important. 

If you are interested but 

donôt know very much, 

there are people who 

are happy to share their 

knowledge and their 

tools. 

We really need you! I may get in trouble here, but 

Team Mayim is six years older than it was, and we would 

love to share the gardening with more and younger peo-

ple! Gardening know-how is shared from generation to 

generation, as are the values of contributing to the Jewish 

community and repairing the world. There is even a polli-

nator strip, planted two years ago in the spirit of Tikkun 

Olam, to encourage the return of wildlife that we dis-

placed by clearing, building, and mowing.  

We offer fellowship, fun, and flowers! And flexibility. 

Please join us on Sunday, March 1 or Sunday, March 

8, 10:30 am or 12:30 pm for information, and if youôd like, 

some clean-up in the pollinator strip. If Sundays donôt 

work, please call or email me and we can find a time that 

works for you. Come join the fun! 

Miriam Schwartz  

pieface880@gmail.com  

or text/call 360-319-5197. 

Spreading Garden Joy at CBI 
BY MIRIAM SCHWARTZ  

Joan Wayne doing her weeding 
magic! 
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that reality. Itôs about creating a welcoming space where 

men of all ages can laugh, talk, bowl, learn, volunteer, 

and ð over time ð build real relationships. No speeches 

required. Just community. 

Bowling night is the kickoff, not the endgame. Think 

social events, learning opportunities, acts of chesed, and 

chances to simply spend time together as Jewish men 

who care about one another and about this shul. 

If this resonates with you, we strongly recommend lis-

tening to the Ezra Klein episode that helped spark this 

renewal. Itôs still available online. More importantly, we 

invite you to come roll a ball with us on April 19. 

In Pirkei Avot, weôre reminded: ñDo not separate your-

self from the community.ò The Brotherhood is one way 

weôre taking that wisdom seriously ð together. 

Encourage the men in your life to join us! 

If you want to bowl, we need you to reserve a space by 

April 10 by email office@bethisraelbellingham.org    

Continued from page 1 

ROLLING THE BROTHERHOOD BACK INTO ACTION 

Mar 15 Isaac and Samantha Konikoff  #18 

Mar 16 Francisco Leyva and Damaris Lofortes #10 

Mar 18 Nancy and Donald Davis #42 

Mar 19 Robert and Jody Meltzer #26 

Mar 21 Jerome Rosen and Katlaina Rayne #38 

Mar 24 Laura and Cassandra Wolfson #22 

Mar 29 Joel David and Kristin Sykes-David #45 
Apr 02 Ira Penn and Dee Dee OôConnor #37 

Apr 06 Kristan and Mike Brennan #30 

Apr 07 Leviah Landau and Alex Bokser #10 

Apr 09 Dana and Luke Goodwin #10 

Apr 15 Aline and Sid Wanne #63 

Apr 16 Michael and Jay Braunstein #26 

Apr 20 Danny and Marla Finkelstein #41 

Apr 26 Howard Sharfstein and Mary Francell-Sharfstein #39 

Anniversaries 

Did we miss your anniversary? Call the office at (360) 733-8890 or 
email office@bethisraelbellingham.org with the month, day, and year of 

your special day. 

Join journalist Robert J. 

Rosenthal on Tuesday, 

April 7 at CBI to hear a 

talk on The Assault on 

and the Unprecedented 

Chaos Surrounding a 

Crucial Pillar of Our  

Democracy: The Free 

Press.  

   The talk, at CBI from 

7:00-9:00 pm, is free and 

open to CBI members 

and the public. 

   Robert Rosenthalôs 

journalism career spans six decades and counting. He 

has a unique perspective on the moment we are in as he 

discusses the free press. 

There will be a question and answer period for guests 

after the talk.  

Robert J. Rosenthal is CEO emeritus of the Center for 

Investigative Reporting. He joined CIR as executive director 

in 2008, a position he held until 2017. During that time the 

organization grew 13X, won numerous national awards, 

and created the radio show and podcast called Reveal. 

Rosenthal started his career at The New York Times, 

where, in 1971, he was an editorial assistant on the  

Pulitzer Prize-winning and historic Pentagon Papers  

project. 

He was later a reporter at The Boston Globe, and 

worked for 22 years at The Philadelphia Inquirer as a 

reporter, foreign correspondent in Africa and the Middle 

East and eventually became the paperôs Executive Editor 

in 1998. In 2002, he was named managing editor of The 

San Francisco Chronicle.  

As a reporter, Rosenthal won numerous awards, includ-

ing the Overseas Press Club Award for magazine writing, 

the Sigma Delta Chi Award for distinguished foreign corre-

spondence, and the National Association of Black Journal-

ists Award for Third World Reporting. Rosenthal has been 

a Pulitzer Prize judge four times and a Pulitzer Prize final-

ist in international reporting. As an editor he has been in-

volved in many Pulitzer Prize-winning stories. 

 In 2018, Rosenthal was named a fellow of the Society 

of Professional Journalists for his ñextraordinary contribu-

tion to the profession of journalism.ò 

Robert J. Rosenthal Talk about the Free Press 
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MARCH 2026 

3/01 Richard Cavell 

3/01 Tannia Hecht 

3/01 Brenda Miller 

3/01 Debra Whitney 

3/02 Ivy Hammerstrom (5th) 

3/02 Nadia Mazonson (21st) 

3/04 Renee Elder 

3/04 Nancy Luster 

3/04 Talya Sanger (25th) 

3/06 Christoph Reitz 

3/06 Mary Somerville 

3/06 Judith Zibbell 

3/07 Jay Braunstein 

3/07 Sara Geballe 

3/07 Theo Skolnik 

3/07 Jessie Weinreb Benedict 

3/08 Norman DesRosiers 

3/08 Deborah Oksenberg 

3/08 K.C. Sulkin 

3/09 Bert Curtis 

3/09 Leeya Shoshana Genut (13th) 

3/09 Scott Kennedy (21st) 

3/11 Art Flores 

3/11 John LaMont 

3/11 Samuel Pomerantz (11th) 

3/12 Sivan Wells-Langley (12th) 

3/13 Carly Benhaim 

3/13 Rebecca Orloff 

3/13 Marc Renner 

3/13 Steven Schwartz 

3/14 Janet Esseiva 

3/14 Jeff Galbraith 

3/14 Jordan Verkh-Haskell (24th) 

3/15 Yaniv Attar 

3/15 Esther Horton (14th) 

3/16 Jason Benhaim 

3/18 Jessica Cohen 

3/18 Samantha Sinai 

3/19 Matthew Hawthorne 

3/19 Carol Robinson 

3/20 Jody Meltzer 

3/21 Naomi Pomerantz 

3/21 Bonnie Quam 

3/22 Arielle Anolik (12th) 

3/22 Jonah Attar (16th) 

3/22 Sonorah DesRosiers (18th) 

3/22 Deanna Fleysher 

3/22 Abby Goldberg (20th) 

3/22 Susan Mahar 

3/22 Roy Shankman 

3/23 Camille Keefe 

3/23 Elle Kronenberg 

3/23 Jerome Rosen 

3/24 Ruth Ingberman 

3/24 Whitney Queisser 

3/25 Tami DuBow 

3/25 Ariel Sarah Gott (13th) 

3/25 Tahlia Grace Gott (13th) 

3/27 Marybeth Taranow 

3/27 Aviva Weinstein (19th) 

3/29 Josie Ellis (19th) 

3/29 Rick Romito 

3/30 Meghan Galvin 

3/30 Magnolia Frances Jeffers (3rd) 

3/30 Samantha Konikoff 

3/30 Uma Wainman 

3/30 Niilo Witter McGarrity (7th) 

3/31 Jeffrey Margolis 

3/31 Gabriel Witte (17th)  

 

APRIL 2026 

4/01 Amy Kraham 

4/03 Ethan Arthur Oliver (24th) 

4/03 Alisa Sachs 

4/04 Daniel Feller 

4/04 Mary Jo Lewis 

4/04 Grover Peak (6th) 

4/05 Jeff Crollard 

4/06 Tammy Dixon 

4/06 Katie Edelstein 

4/06 Hank Levine 

4/06 Daniel Zagnoli 

4/07 Steven Cohen 

4/07 Samuel Donner (19th) 

4/07 Kevin Parker 

4/07 Brooke Schwartz Bocast 

4/08 Jade Eleena Terriss 

4/10 Katie Comstock 

4/10 Jeffrey Feld 

4/10 Susan Katz 

4/11 Lilah Blum (25th) 

4/12 Cora Boothby 

4/12 Sarah DesRosiers 

4/13 Steve Ban 

4/13 Karen Fisher 

4/14 Jeffrey Probst 

4/15 Gabriel Burkill (5th) 

4/15 Noah Israel 

4/16 Mia Clarke (20th) 

4/16 Elizabeth Witte (14th) 

4/17 Paul Blum 

4/17 Benjamin Sommers (20th) 

4/18 Navah DesRosiers (21st) 

4/18 Ian Horton 

4/18 Emmett Peak (8th) 

4/18 Liza Jane Price (18th) 

4/18 Linda Read 

4/18 Ruby Grace Simon (17th) 

4/18 Alexandra Verkh 

4/19 Jaz Balasa 

4/19 Orly Ravitsky 

4/21 Adam House 

4/23 Lindsay Roberts (16th) 

4/24 Leah Lippman 

4/24 Aniel Wells-Langley (17th) 

4/25 Leo Clark Altman (6th) 

4/25 Margaret Bikman 

4/25 Ian McCurdy 

4/26 Jack Goldberg (16th) 

4/27 Philip Wolff 

4/28 Tessa Cherry (16th) 

4/28 Joel David 

4/28 Andrew Orloff 

4/28 Katlaina Rayne 

4/28 Shoshana Samuels (14th) 

4/29 Abigail Comstock (18th) 

4/29 Doris Irons 

4/29 Richard Widerkehr 

4/30 Shiloh (Shy) Gentry (16th) 

4/30 Jonah Hawthorne (14th)  

Birthdays 
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Special Fund Donations 

 
IN HONOR OF:  
The CBI Board of Directors.  
From: Dan Raas 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM: 
 The Waldbaum Family 
Foundation  

 
YAHRZEIT:  
In loving memory of Joyce 
Newman. 
From: Bruce and Becki 
 Van Glubt  

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM: 
 Ira Kaufman  

 
IN MEMORY OF:  
In Loving Memory of Emil 
Hecht.  
From: Carol and David 
Robinson  

 
IN HONOR OF: 
Rachel LeWitt and Kelsey 
Thomas; thank you for the 
beautiful flowers.  
From: Lynn Rubin LeWitt  

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:  
 Erin and Steven Cohen 

 Gregory Peterson  

 
IN HONOR OF:  
Rabbinic Support: Thank you, 
Rabbi Samuels   

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM: 
 Don & Kay Chapman 

YAHRZEIT:  
In loving memory of my 
husband, Harold Katz. 
From: Susan Katz  

 
IN MEMORY OF:  
Tom Wanne 
From: Steve and Jan Ban 
 Nancy Davis 
 Carol and David 
 Robinson 
 Karen Sloss and 
 David Nemens 
 Joan and Marv Wayne 

In loving memory of Uncle 
Moses and Abraham Judah.  
From: Gabriel and Victoria 
 Mayers 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:  
 North Edge Arts LLC 

 
IN HONOR OF:  
My brother, Rabbi Samuels 
for being a wonderful brother 
and uncle. 
From: Rachel and Jason 
 Goldberg 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:  
 The Waldbaum Family 
Foundation  

 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:  

 Stuart and Cinda Zemel  

 
YAHRZEIT:  
In memory of Wesley 
Foreman and Willie Pollock 
From: Ira Kaufman  
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