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FROM THE RABBI 

A holy task 
Every Saturday morning during 

our Shabbat minyan we read a 

prayer based on a verse from the 

Mishnah. It reads, ñThese are the 

things that are limitless, of which a 

person enjoys 

the fruit of the 

world, while the 

principal re-

mains in the 

world to come. 

They are: hon-

oring oneôs 

father and 

mother; engag-

ing in deeds of 

compassion; 

arriving early 

for study, morning and evening; 

dealing graciously with guests; visit-

ing the sick; providing for the wed-

ding couple; accompanying the 

dead for burial; being devoted in 

prayer; and making peace among 

people. But the study of Torah en-

compasses them all.ò 

One of these acts, 

ñaccompanying the dead for burial,ò 

is hopefully something we wonôt 

have to do too many times in our 

lives. Many of us have certainly 

done this more times than weôd like 

to acknowledge. This is, however, 

one of the holiest tasks that we can 

participate in. And I would like to 

bring attention to a special group of 

individuals in our community who 

have each decided to serve Beth 

Israel in this capacity. Together they 

make up the Chevra Kadisha, or the 

Holy Burial Society.  

The fundamental purpose of this 

group is to provide burial prepara-

tion services for the members of our 

community. Interestingly, whenever 

Continued on Page 12 

   Shimon ben Gamliel teaches, ñIt is 

not what one says, but rather what 

one does that makes all the differ-

ence in the world.ò 

ð Pirke Avot 1:17 
 
Mitzvah Day is back! Mark your calen-

dars for Sunday, May 31, 2015 to help 

make a difference in the world. We will 

have fun and meaningful activities for 

people of all ages. 

On May 31 we will come together from 

10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. as a whole commu-

nity to perform one mitzvah after another. 

Surely we are all capable of performing 

acts of kindness and righteousness every 

day. However, there is something very 

special about people coming together 

and helping to repair the world. And on 

this specific Sunday we will dedicate our 

lives to each other and the greater com-

munity. 

Some Mitzvah Day activities will be: 

Å Packing hygiene Items for homeless 

teens 

Å Beautifying our Jewish cemetery 

Å Gardening at Sterling Meadows to 

help agricultural workers and their fami-

lies, special needs children and high 

need families 

Å Writing and decorating cards for 

homebound CBI congregants 

Å Writing letters to currently deployed 

service members and wounded soldiers  

Å Writing advocacy letters for Planned 

Parenthood  & about oil and coal trains 

Å Eating! 

Å Making dolls and fleece blankets for 

children 

Å and more! 

Be on the lookout for more information 

regarding Mitzvah Day in upcoming e-

newsletters, on our website and Face-

book page.  

Contact Debbie Raas, Linda Blackwell 

or Rabbi Samuels with any questions. 

Helping in the garden on Mitzvah Day 2014. 



Page 2  The Shul Shofar  May/June 2015  

 

CONGREGATION  
BETH ISRAEL  

2200 Broadway  
Bellingham, WA   98225  

The Shul Shofar  
Volume 19, Number 5  

May/June 2015  
Iyyar/Sivan/Tammuz 5775  

The Shul Shofar  is the bulletin of Con-
gregation  Beth Israel . As of January 
2013, it is published bi -monthly and 
distributed to all congregation mem-
bers. Nonmembers may subscribe for 
$35/year. Advertising space (business 
card size) is available; contact the of-
fice .  

Deadline for submission of all 
articles and calendar events for 

the July/August issue is JUNE 12 .  
Call the office for more infor-
mation.  

CONGREGATION  BETH  ISRAEL  

Rabbi:   Joshua Samuels  
Religious School  
Director:  Sagit Hall  

Executive Board  

President:  Mitch Press  
Vice Pres:  Dan Ohms  
Vice Pres:  Marcia Lippman  
Secretary:  Lynn Korner  
Treasurer:  Steve Spitzer  

 Board Members  

Linda Blackwell  Melissa Schapiro  
Darcie Donegan  Miriam Schwartz  
Katie Edelstein  Todd Witte  
Floyd King    
  Youth Rep.: Asher Suloway -Baker  

Brotherhood:  Alan Stone  
Sisterhood:  Bonnie Stone  

Shofar  Editor: Mary Somerville  
Design/Copy Editor: Melissa Schapiro  

You can reach us at:  
phone: (360) 733 -8890  

fax:  (360) 733 -9842  
office@bethisraelbellingham.org  

Visit our website at 
www.bethisraelbellingham.org  

Printed by Lewis Publishing Inc. in 
Lynden, WA  

 

Beth Israel is a member of:  

New leadership, building 

progress among changes 

At our Annual Meeting Sunday, May 

17, congregants will vote in a new slate 

of synagogue officers and board mem-

bers -- including a new 

president. The two 

years I have served as 

synagogue president 

have gone by for me in 

the blink of an eye. 

It has been a pleasure 

working to help make 

our synagogue com-

munity a better place. I 

have greatly enjoyed working closely 

with our rabbi, our executive committee 

(two vice presidents, treasurer, and sec-

retary), as well as the board, committee 

chairs and the many other volunteers I 

have interacted with during my tenure.  

By working as a team, we have always 

been able to resolve our conflicts with 

practical solutions. 

It has been a critical time in the evolu-

tion of our community as we inch closer 

to transitioning to our new building. We 

have come this far only by making this 

project a priority. 

Some of the key accomplishments we 

have made during my two years as pres-

ident: 

PROGRESS ON NEW BUILDING.  It 

is no surprise we are getting closer to 

occupying our new synagogue. With the 

generous offer of the Million$Match, we 

believe we can gain occupancy to the 

main floor, which covers the projectôs 

biggest expense. We now have more 

than $500,000 collected, and reliable 

pledges for $100,000-plus.  We are less 

than $400,000 away from getting our $1 

million match. As money comes in, this 

dream gets closer to reality! 

How wonderful it would be if we were 

moved in and could focus more on grow-

ing and enriching our Jewish community. 

I feel this is coming soon. The Capital 

Campaign Committee deserves a lot of 

credit for making this happen. I am also 

thankful for the work of the new Fund-

raising Committee in raising money via 

the brick program and organizing many 

events to raise funds and awareness. 

We have been mobilizing for this huge 

transition. We have begun discussions 

about selling our existing building. We 

have gathered a group of congregation 

realtors and developers to address 

questions including when to sell, how 

much we get for the building, what is the 

most cost effective way to sell the build-

ing. Our Finance Committee has been 

discussing how to use the funds we get 

from the sale of the building. All of these 

decisions must be made by our board. 

Because of the new money coming 

into the building fund, construction con-

tinues. It is impressive to see all the 

changes, including new siding, retaining 

walls, earth moving, utility pipes and 

vent installation. The New Synagogue 

Task Force is working overtime to re-

view all the work. Please see for yourself 

-- visit the site on the afternoon of the 

annual meeting. Youôll be amazed!! 

RABBI AND CANTORIAL SOLOIST. 

We have secured Rabbi Samuels for a 

second three-year contract.  His joyful 

enthusiasm and openness has been well 

received in our community. He has re-

cruited Andrea Shupack as our new 

cantorial soloist. He has created and 

provided leadership for two new commit-

tees: the Programming Team and Ritual 

Committee. Examples of programs he 

has facilitated include creating a Junior 

Youth group for middle school students 

and facilitating Jewish teaching semi-

nars at congregantsô homes. He is a 

team builder and has been a wonderful 

partner to work with. 

COMMITTEES. The accomplish-

ments of our committees over the last 

few years are too numerous to mention 

here. These dedicated volunteers are 

key to what is offered at our synagogue. 

You name it: Social Action Committee, 

Care Committee, Religious School Com-

mittee, and others have been extremely 

busy. I hope you have all taken ad-

vantage of their efforts in planning 

From the President ... 

Continued on Page 12 
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Archives: Tim Baker, 647-7031 

Building: Floyd King, 223-2538 

Care: Sylvia Williams, 647-1670 

Library, Scrip: Joan Wayne,  

676-8939 

Membership: Rita Spitzer,  

647-7065; Ann Suloway, 647-7031 

New Synagogue Task Force: Warren 

Rosenthal, 714-9244 

Religious School: Rebecca Or-

loff, 306-8432; Samantha Koni-

koff, 734-2762 

Scholarship: Emil Hecht, 733-4825 

Social Action: Debbie Raas,  

676-1621; Linda Blackwell 

University Liaison: Sabrina 

Freeman, 734-4560; Marcia Lipp-

man, 734-5376 

Synagogue 411 

Simchat Chochma  
service 
All Jewish women age 65 and older 

are invited to join in creating a Simchat 
Chochma service on June 13, 2015. Sim-
chat Chochma is a traditional ritual to 
celebrate women who have reached the 
age of accumulating wisdom. We wel-
come you to participate in our ritual in 
any way that feels comfortable, either by  
taking part in the service and/or bringing 
a dish to the luncheon.  

Contact Linda Hirsh at hirshykiss@ 
earthlink.net or 647-1283. 

Congregant contact  
information online 
A directory of Congregation Beth Israel 

members, with phone numbers and 

emails, can be downloaded on our web-

site in our membersô only section. It is 

updated regularly. Please send any 

changes to the office at office@beth 

israelbellingham.org 

Many congregants give us this infor-
mation only for the purpose of conducting 
synagogue business or for social con-
tacts. Please do not use congregant 

emails or phone numbers for  solicitations 
of any kind. 

New oneg schedule 
in the works 
It's that time of year again ð time to 

make the oneg schedule for July 2015 

through June 2016. 

If you have any special request about 

dates, times, or oneg partners, please let 

Joan Wayne know as soon as possible. 

Email her at jawayne2@yahoo.com. 

Sunday, May 17, 2015:  

5:15 p.m. wine & appetizers,  

6 p.m. meeting, desserts after 

All Beth Israel members are encour-

aged to attend our annual Congregational 

Meeting. The Board of Directors invites 

you to a social gathering with wine and 

appetizers in the Social Hall before the 

meeting and also to a dessert social fol-

lowing the meeting. 

The Annual Meeting is a time to cele-

brate the many events and accomplish-

ments of the year and a time to give 

thanks to the many people who have 

given so generously of their time and 

energy to enrich the CBI experience. It is 

also a time to look toward the year ahead 

for our Religious School children, our CBI 

adult education and other programming, 

our new synagogue building, and more.   

The Nominating Committee will pre-

sent a proposed slate of officers and di-

rectors for 2015-16.  Congregants will 

have the opportunity to vote on this slate. 

Plan to attend this important event in 

the life of our community! 

Tours of new building 2-4 p.m. 

Congregants are invited to tour the 

new synagogue building at 751 San Juan 

Blvd. in the afternoon, 2 to 4, Sunday, 

May 17, before the annual meeting. 

Childcare available 

Call the office at (360) 733-8890 or  

e-mail office@bethisraelbellingham.org, 

with the number of children needing 

childcare during the annual meeting, and 

their ages. $5 donation requested.  

Officers/Executive Committee 

*President:       Dan Ohms 

*VP1:    Marcia Lippman 

*VP2:      Katie Edelstein 

 Treasurer:       Steve Spitzer 

 Secretary:         Lynn Korner 

 

Continuing Board Members 

Floyd King    

Miriam Schwartz 

Melissa Schapiro 

Todd Witte 

 New Board Members 

 *Paul Blum 

 *Gaby Mayers 

 *Steven Garfinkle 

 *David Zimmerman 

 

 Immediate Past President 

 Mitch Press 

 

 Youth Representative 

 Asher Suloway-Baker 

Proposed Board of Directors slate  

* Indicates up for election 

mailto:office@bethisraelbellingham.org
mailto:office@bethisraelbellingham.org
mailto:jawayne2@yahoo.com
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The Religious School Committee is 

our parent association that supports the 

activities of the school, sponsors events 

and organizes parent participation. 

 

BY SAMANTHA KONIKOFF AND  

REBECCA ORLOFF, CO-CHAIRS 

We want to thank all who came and 

supported the Purim Carnival. It would 

not have been as successful without all 

of the amazing volunteers. We had rec-

ord numbers of attendees and we are so 

appreciative of the support from the 

community.  

As of this writing we are getting ready 

for the Teacher Appreciation Shabbat at 

6:15 p.m. May 1. There will also be great 

performances from the 2nd and 3rd 

grade classes. We look forward to see-

ing you there.  

A reminder that there is still room to 

attend the Religious School fundraising 

event, All Aboard the Gato Verde. The 

sail is set for Sunday, May 31 from 2 to 4 

p.m. Participation is limited to 12 guests; 

adults only please. The suggested dona-

tion is $40 -- Captain Shuster is donating 

100 percent of the proceeds to the Reli-

gious School, so please join us for this 

unique event. 

Our last Religious School Committee 

meeting of the school year will be at 

10:30 a.m. Sunday, May 4, 2015. Please 

come as we continue to talk about the 

changes that are being made to the 

structure of the RSC and about the new 

registration and scholarship dates.  

The end of the school year is coming 

quick, which means our end of the year 

picnic is around the corner. Please join 

us at Lake Padden by the playground on 

June 7 directly after school. Please bring 

a potluck dairy dish to share (no nuts 

please!) and your own plates, cups and 

utensils. 

Thank you to all who have been using 

the link to Amazon and please keep us-

ing it!  

From the Religious School Committee ... 

From the Social Action Committee ... 

BY DEBBIE RAAS AND LINDA HIRSH 

Mitzvah Day is for the Whole Con-

gregation! 

You are needed Sunday, May 31.  

Help us clean the cemetery, make a doll 

for kids in the hospital, write a card to a 

Jewish service member, pack hygiene 

products for homeless teens, work in a 

garden or help with one of our other pro-

jects. We are all responsible for making 

the world a better place. Use a few 

hours of your time to help. 

This is an opportunity for you to sam-

ple some of the great volunteer activities 

available in our community. It is also a 

chance to show that the Jewish Commu-

nity is active in helping others in Belling-

ham, Whatcom County and beyond. 

Build friendships and have fun while 

doing what needs to be done. Watch the 

weekly e-news for updates. 

Milk Money for Shavuot 

May is the month we collect milk mon-

ey for the Bellingham Food Bank. Sha-

vuot is the time we celebrate the giving 

of the Torah and eat blintzes and cheese 

cake, which we associate with Israel, the 

land of milk and honey. Letôs once again 

collect more than $750; that allows the 

Food Bank to give a half gallon of milk to 

each family at every visit for a month. 

Please make checks to the Belling-

ham Food Bank. Leave donations in the 

synagogue office or the tzedaka box in 

the sanctuary by May 31. 

Personal Care Products 

We still need small soaps, shampoos, 

conditioners and lotions (like what you 

get at hotels) and toothbrushes and 

toothpaste. We will be packing hygiene 

packets for homeless teens on Mitzvah 

Day with these items. We will donate 

items you put in our baskets over the 

summer to CAST.  

Knockers 

Do you knit or crochet? Looking for a 

way to help women who have had a 

mastectomy? www.knittedknockers.org 

gives instructions for making the pros-

thesis. Pima cotton yarn is about $5 a 

skein at Apple Yarns, which will also 

stuff your completed knockers.  

Thanks! 

To all who brought chametz for the 

Food Bank and childrenôs books and 

DVDs. 

Milk money,  

care products 

needed  

http://www.knittedknockers.org
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MAY 2015 

5/2   Richard Trank 
5/2   Louis Hunter  (19th) 
5/4   Bobbie Jaffe 
5/4   Sydney Wolfson (9th) 
5/5   Rick Adelstein 
5/5   Russell Sheinkopf 
5/6   Gary Adelstein 
5/8   Greg Schwartz 
5/10  Penny Schuman 
5/12  Warren Cornwall 
5/13  Joseph Anderson 
5/13  Tim Baker 
5/13  David Cohn 
5/13  Adam Greenberg (14th) 
5/13  Karen Weill 
5/16  Max Johnson  (14th) 
5/17  Lindsey Genut  
5/17  Suzanne Fisch®l Kite 
5/18  Kendra Bradford 
5/18  Adelle John 
5/19  Kathy Grossman 
5/19  Nakobe Morgan  
   Parmett (11th) 
5/20  John Siegfried 
5/20  Emily Weiner 
5/21  Meredith Attar 
5/21  Andrea James 
5/21  Ann Suloway 
5/22  Danny Finkelstein 
5/23  Isaac Blum 
5/23  Serge Lindner 
5/23  Ezra Carter Price (10th) 
5/24  Harriet Fine 
5/24  Jeffrey Holtzman 
5/24  Stephen Martin 
5/24  Becki Van Glubt 
5/25  Alan Barney  
5/26  Robin Chalfie (14th) 
5/26  Cassandra Wolfson 
5/27  Fay Farkas 
5/27  Bettina Fisher 
5/28  Francine Hoch 
5/28  Herman Tabak 
5/29  Aline Wanne 
5/31  Hannah D. Rose 
5/31  Todd Witte 
 

 

 

 

JUNE 2015 

6/ 1  Steve Spitzer 
6/ 1  Caden Stoane  (13th) 
6/ 2  Alan Chalfie 
6/ 2  Leila Shavelson 
6/ 3  Kathy Greenberg 
6/ 3  Hans Guenter-Schlesinger 
6/ 3  Linda B. Hirsh 
6/ 3  Dr. Burton Jay 
6/ 4  Samuel Hunter  (15th) 
6/ 4  Judith Osman 
6/ 4  Belle Shalom 
6/ 5  Samuel Comstock  (5th) 
6/ 6  Raphael Engle 
6/ 6  Rachel Goodman  (15th) 
6/ 7  Adrienne Champagne 
6/ 7  Frank Champagne 
6/ 7  McNeel Jantzen 
6/ 7  Sarah Van Glubt   
6/ 8  Chris Balton 
6/ 8  Janet Seltzer 
6/ 9  Renata Reitz   
6/10  James Prickett 
6/11  Diane Garmo 
6/11  Marcy Probst 
6/11  Aiden Shupack  (3rd) 
6/11  Adin Sokol (13th) 
6/12  Henry Zemel 
6/13  Leslie Shankman 
6/14  Susan Kendal 
6/14  Willa Wren Levinson (1st) 
6/15  Diane Leigh 
6/16  Lee Shapiro 
6/16  Stuart Zemel 
6/17  Todd Shuster 
6/19  Rena Ziegler 
6/20  Phyllis Mazur 
6/21  Ruth Schneider 
6/22  Milo Levinson  (6th) 
6/23  Leah Reitz  (17th) 
6/24  Jill Elkayam 
6/25  Mike Brennan 
6/25  Julia Schwartz  (13th) 
6/26  Tracy Diller 
6/26  Nate Fine 
6/26  Jeremiah Witte  (8th) 
6/26  Nathaniel Witte (8th) 
6/27  Rachel Read-Romito 
6/27  Sid Wanne 
6/29  Nicole Samuels 

Birthdays Bar Mitzvah 
Adin Sokol will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

on June 27, 2015. He is the son of Else Sokol and the late 

Bip Sokol, and brother of Ben Sokol. 

Adin is finishing up the sixth grade at 

Whatcom Hills Waldorf School, where 

his favorite subjects are geography and 

math. In his free time he enjoys playing 

soccer, longboarding, snowboarding, 

hanging out at Bayside pool, and 

watching Adam Sandler movies. 

For his mitzvah project, Adin is volun-

teering every week at the Marine Life 

Center in Bellingham. He is looking 

forward to celebrating his special day 

with family, friends and the community. 

Please join our family in celebration: 

SHABBAT  EVENING  SERVICE 

June 26, 2015 at 7:30 PM 
 

SHABBAT  MORNING  SERVICE 

June 27, 2015 at 10 AM  

The Yenta speaks é   

 
Rifka MacDonald, daughter of Mark and Lynne  

MacDonald, joined the Boys & Girls Clubs of Whatcom 

County at the start of the year as Community Engagement 

Coordinator, managing the countywide volunteer program 

and supporting fundraising efforts. In addition, she continues 

to enjoy teaching the 7th grade Religious School class. Rifka, 

a 2011 UW graduate, is delighted to continue making Belling-

ham her home with her partner, Iris, and their dog, Scooter. 

Dr. Marvin Wayne was honored April 23, 2015, with the 

2015 Nancy Auer Meritorious Achievement Award from the 

Washington Chapter American College of Emergency Physi-

cians. Dr. Wayne is the Whatcom Medic One Supervising 

Physician and Whatcom County Medical Program Director. 

The Nancy Auer award recognizes individuals who have 

gone above and beyond the norm in emergency medicine to 

improve the quality of patient care and to support the efforts 

of the chapter. Dr. Wayne has served Bellingham for 41 years 

since the inception of Whatcom Medic One in 1974. 


