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We need your help to 

Finish the Journey Home 

BY DAVID GOLDMAN & KAREN SLOSS 

As shared in the presidentôs recent 

Erev Rosh Hashana speech, a $1 million 

matching donation to the New Syna-

gogue Building Fund has been offered by 

donors who wish to remain anonymous. 

The match will only be granted if the con-

gregation can raise $1 million in cash by 

January 4, 2016. 

This Million $ Match program (a total of 

$2 million), on top of the current Building 

Fund balance, should provide enough 

money to complete the construction and 

interior finishes to ready the building for 

occupancy. Lack of money is the only 

thing that has kept us from our goal of 

moving into the building as soon as pos-

sible. This ñmillion dollar matchò could 

allow us to realize our goal within the 

next one to two years! 

From the day this matching donation 

was announced on Sept. 24, all contribu-

tions to the Building Fund will count to-

ward our efforts to raise the $1 million 

needed to qualify for the match. This 

includes payment of outstanding pledg-

es, new brick purchases, future New 

Synagogue fundraising events, and all 

new gifts from both members and non-

members. It will even include donations 

to the Building Fund made to honor sim-

chas or memorialize loved ones. In short, 

any Building Fund donation from anyone 

will count toward the goal of earning the 

$1 million match as long as the cash is 

brought in by the deadline.  

Since Rosh Hashana, we have already 
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FROM THE RABBI 

Jewish living 
I had a wonderful discussion 

with a congregant a couple 

weeks ago about Judaism. He 

said, ñRabbi, Iôve been thinking a 

lot about your Rosh Hashanah 

sermon on 

God and 

well, it just 

struck a cord 

with me.ò He 

went on to 

say that he 

has troubles 

with the 

whole God 

concept, and 

because of 

this, experiencing prayer and 

Jewish liturgy is a challenge. I 

imagine he is not alone. Our 

friend feels deeply connected to 

Judaism but because of this spe-

cific disconnect, he has disen-

gaged in much of Jewish commu-

nal life.  

I know how he feels. For a long 

time it was specifically the reli-

gious component of Judaism that 

interested me the least. I didnôt 

like participating in services and I 

struggled with the prayers in gen-

eral. I would ask myself, ñIs this 

what I really believe?ò when sit-

ting through a service. It wasnôt 

until rabbinical school when I 

began to appreciate this facet of 

Judaism. Had I not learned about 

the beauty and logic of Jewish 

prayer from brilliant scholars and 

rabbis while studying in Israel, I 

might have continued to consider 

myself a ñcultural Jew.ò And to 

borrow a phrase from Seinfeld, 

Continued on Page 7 

Million $ Match to bring 
move-in within reach 

Continued on Page 5 

Framed-in bima at 751 San Juan Boule-
vard ð imagine it completed! 
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What an eventful month we have 

had!!   

The High Holy Days have now passed 

but many of us have pleasant memories 

of wonderful music led 

by our new songleader, 

Andrea Shupack, and 

several very thoughtful 

and thought-provoking 

sermons given by our 

rabbi. Many congre-

gants have since ap-

proached me to ex-

press their appreciation 

and enthusiasm for their experiences at 

these services. 

I was thrilled to announce the signing 

of a new contract with Rabbi Samuels. 

This will allow him to continue building 

the many programs he has initiated. My 

announcement was received with much 

enthusiasm (loud applause) from those 

that heard this for the first time at our 

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service. 

At this service, I also announced that 

we have a donor that will give us $1 

million to help complete our new syna-

gogue if we can raise $1 million by Janu-

ary 4, 2016. This match will give us a 

total of $2 million, which I believe will 

allow us to get an occupancy permit for 

the new building so we can finally move 

in.  This is an all or nothing challenge.  

We must raise the entire $1 million to 

get this donation.   

We have been working for more than 

24 years to raise the funds needed to 

get our new building. This $1 million 

challenge provides the means to get 

iné..finally!   We have raised almost $5 

million for this project to date. Before this 

incredibly generous donation challenge 

was announced, many of us felt that it 

would take years to raise the funds 

needed to move.  This seemed like the 

project that had no finish.   

Now there is an end in sight --  your 

money will now go twice as far. We canôt 

fail!  We are now 10 percent of the way 

toward meeting this challenge.  In 

one month, we have raised more than 

$100,000!  Our Capital Campaign Com-

mittee, Fundraising Committee, and the 

Board have been gearing up to make 

this dream happen. Ultimately, however, 

we need all of you to help make this 

dream a reality. 

Yes, it has been an exciting time here 

at Congregation Beth Israel. I believe, 

however, that there will be many more 

exciting times ahead after we move into 

our new space. Thank you all for your 

support. 

ð Mitch Press 

Exciting times ahead at CBI 
From the President ... 

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP ADVISER 

Sarah Stochel is very excited to be working with 
the middle-schoolers of the Reform Jewish com-
munity here in Bellingham!  

Sarah is a sophomore at Western Washington 
University, working toward a double major in So-
ciology (with an emphasis in Criminal Justice) 
and Recreation, as well as a minor in Kinesiolo-
gy. She worked at the Stroum Jewish Communi-
ty Center on Mercer Island for five years as a 
Sports Camp Counselor, until last year when she 
decided to return home to Camp Kalsman, where she had the pleas-
ure of working as a Sports Specialist.  

She absolutely loves helping with youth development and creating 
atmospheres where everyone feels welcome. In her  free time, she 
loves to participate in sports, music, and exploring the outdoors.  
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3 to 6 p.m., Sunday Nov. 9, 2014 
Calling ALL Ladies! 

Do you need an afternoon out?  Do you miss your 

friends? Do you need a break from your everyday life? 

Grab a friend & join the membership committee for an 

afternoon of fun and creativity at Uptown Art, 23 Bell-

wether Way No. 101.  

Cost  is $40 ($15 goes to Religious School) 

To register ï make checks payable to UPTOWN ART 

and mail to Bettina Fisher, 5076 Festival Blvd #1C, Bel-

lingham, WA 98226. Space is limited. 

Questions? Feel free to email Rita Spitzer at 

ritaspitzer01@gmail.com or contact anyone on the  

membership committee. If we donôt know the answer, 

we will get it. 

Ladies afternoon out at Uptown Art 

Archives: Tim Baker, 647-7031 

Building: Floyd King, 223-2538 

Care: Sylvia Fragner, 647-1670 

Library, Scrip: Joan Wayne,  

676-8939 

Membership: Rita Spitzer,  

647-7065; Ann Suloway, 647-7031 

New Synagogue Task Force: Warren 

Rosenthal, 714-9244 

Religious School: Rebecca Or-

loff, 306-8432; Samantha Koni-

koff, 734-2762 

Scholarship: Emil Hecht, 733-4825 

Social Action: Debbie Raas,  

676-1621; Linda Blackwell 

University Liaison: Sabrina 

Freeman, 734-4560; Marcia Lipp-

man, 734-5376 

Synagogue 411 

5:30 p.m. Saturday,  

April 4, 2015 

Join us for a family friendly seder on 

the Second Night of Pesach in 2015, 

open to Beth Israel members and non-

members alike.  

Reserve a table for family and friends, 

and be prepared to enjoy delicious ritual 

foods and holiday melodies. 

The event will be held at at Settlemyer 

Hall, Bellingham Technical College, 

which has free parking and easy access 

and is wheelchair accessible.  

Registration begins Dec. 1 with an 

early-registration price of $36 for mem-

bers. Starting Feb. 1 the price will go up 

to $40 for members. Price for non-

members is $50, youths (ages 6-12), 

$20; and children younger than 6, $5. 

Registration will be available starting 

Dec. 1 online at bethisraelbellingham.org 

or by calling the office, (360) 733-8890.  

Register early for Community Seder 

Beth Israel women with their masterpieces at the Uptown Art  
ñsip and paintò event in May 2014. 

Pledge Update 
 

In order to provide the 
quality Jewish program-
ming we all desire, we 
need to meet our operat-
ing budget goals. 
We are still more than 
$65,000 short of our goal 
for 2014-15. As of Sep-
tember 30, 2014, 25 per-
cent of our congregation 
have not submitted an 
annual pledge.  
Please send in your 
pledge as soon as possi-
ble. Kindly call the office 
(360) 733-8890 or down-
load the annual pledge 
form at www.bethisrael 
bellingham.org 

tel:%28360-733-8890
http://www.bethisraelbellingham.org
http://www.bethisraelbellingham.org
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The Religious School Committee is 

our parent association that supports the 

activities of the school, sponsors events 

and organizes parent participation. 

 

BY SAMANTHA KONIKOFF AND  

REBECCA ORLOFF, CO-CHAIRS 

The Religious School Committee 

wishes to thank The Brotherhood, Isaac 

Konikoff and all the volunteers for an 

amazing pancake breakfast and start to 

our school year! Thanks also to the 

entire Beth Israel community for sup-

porting our new fundraising campaign. 

Our inaugural fundraising party of the 

year - Supper In The Sukkah - was a 

blow-out success and our Challah of the 

Month Club, which treats members to 

two tasty, home-baked challahs each 

month, is already fully subscribed. Spe-

cial thanks to Joan Wayne for hosting 

the party and to Joan and Sarah Witte 

for putting the Challah Club together! 

We are looking forward to many fun 

events to coincide with the childrenôs 

learning experience. The entire CBI 

community is invited to these events, 

which include our community Shabba-

ton Dec. 13 and our spectacular Hanuk-

kah party on Dec. 21. The Hanukkah 

party will be at the Squalicum Boat-

house from noon to 2 p.m. Please join 

us for an afternoon of latkes, games, 

and crafts! 

RSC members will be selling bundles 

of candles as well as tickets for a raffle 

at the Hanukkah party. Please support 

our school by purchasing tickets and 

candles. Also, we would appreciate 

donations for the raffle (see box above). 

The sale of candles and raffle tickets 

is part of a new, year-long fundraising 

campaign by the Religious School. 

Check out the weekly e-news for an-

nouncements of upcoming events in 

support of the school, which will include 

a Purim gift basket program, Purim si-

lent auction, and a series of parties held 

by CBI members throughout the year.    

We are so thankful to all the parent 

volunteers that already are busy helping 

us plan. Looking forward to a great 

year! 

Have you heard the news? A series of 

fantastic parties is headed your 

way!  Families in our community are 

hosting all sorts of fun events this year in 

support of the religious school. Four fam-

ilies have already come together for 

Supper In The Sukkah -- and invitations 

to a sushi making party, a sail around 

the Bay, and a family movie night are on 

the way! Soon, the Religious School 

Committee will distribute a book listing all 

the fun events available for registration.  

How will these fun events support the 

school? Itôs simple. One or more families 

hosts a party at their expense. The rest 

of us can RSVP by purchasing a ticket - 

and the religious school gets 100 per-

cent of the ticket price!  

Look for our book in upcoming weeks. 

And please consider hosting a party of 

your own ð or join forces with another 

family. Parties could be children's events 

(cookie parties, Lego parties, craft par-

ties), adult parties (poker night, themed 

dinners, cooking classes, restaurant 

nights) or anything that interests you. 

They can be held anywhere ð and donôt 

have to be a party in the strict sense, so 

hikes, sports events, and picnics can be 

included. Contact Rebecca Orloff at  

rebecca.orloff@bethisraelbellingham.org 

or Samantha Konikoff at samantha. koni-

koff@bethisraelbellingham.org if youôd 

like to host an event! 

From the Religious School Committee ... 

New events, raffle support religious school 

REQUEST FOR RAFFLE ITEMS  

We are trying something new for the Hanukkah party: a raffle with 

amazing prizes. We are reaching out to the community for donations 

of raffle items, such as: gift certificates to restaurants, tickets to a 

sporting event or concert, gift baskets, new kidsô clothing, toys, vaca-

tion or excursion packages, or professional services. Please contact 

Rebecca Orloff or Samantha Konikoff with any questions or donation 

information. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Party book events include sushi, sails 

Brotherhood keeps the pancakes coming on the first day of Religious School 2014.  

http://bethisraelbellingham.org

