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FROM THE RABBI 

A vote  

for Israel 
In 1897 at the First Zionist Con-

gress, convened by Theodor Herzl, 

delegates ratified the text of The 

Basle Program 

which reads, 

ñThe aim of 

Zionism is to 

create for the 

Jewish people 

a home in Pal-

estine secured 

by public law.ò 

It was at this 

conference that the Zionist Organi-

zation was founded. (It wasnôt until 

1960 that the name was changed to 

World Zionist Organization.) Today, 

the WZO continues to promote Her-

zlôs vision through Israeli education 

by working with communities all 

over the world.   

The World Zionist Congress 

(WZC) is the highest legislative 

body of the WZO. It is basically the 

parliament of the Jewish people 

representing all of world Jewry. It 

meets every five years to discuss 

important issues such as Jewish 

identity, anti-semitism, civil society 

in Israel, and much more.  

One very important action we can 

take, even though we live half-way 

around the world from Israel, is to 

vote in this yearôs 37th World Zion-

ist Congress. Your vote will help 

send delegates to the WZC to rep-

resent your voice. 

Continued on Page 12 

From babies to bubbies and everything 

in between....thatôs how our sold-out 2014 

Seder was described! Don't miss our 

2015 Community Seder, led by Rabbi 

Joshua Samuels with musical accompani-

ment by Millie Johnson.  

Leave all the work to us, and join us on 

the second night of Passover, April 4, 

2015, at Bellingham Technical College in 

Settlemyer Hall. Doors will open at 4:30 

p.m. and the seder will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Invite family and friends for this fun and 

relaxed seder. With tables of up to 8, we 

will do our best to accommodate you and 

your guests so you can sit together. 

Donôt wait till the last minute ð the 

event sold out last year. Price for mem-

bers is $40, non-members $50, youth (6-

12) $20, and children younger than  6, $5.  

Register online at bethisraelbelling-

ham.org or by calling the office at (360) 

733-8890.  Deadline is March 21.   

 

Re-envision Purim tale  

in 2 spiel performances 

Every year, Congregation Beth Israel 

shares the story of Purim, a funny little 

tale told in a funny little way. If you donôt 

know the story of Purim  ð of King Ahas-

uerus, Mordecai, Esther, Vashti and 

Haman ð or even if you do, youôll never 

see anything like this. Debbie Raas has 

done it again and has written a silly Pu-

rim spiel for 2015.  ñA Shushan Fairy 

Taleò features various and sundry char-

acters, borrowed from Disney, who are 

accompanied by two flopping soccer 

players, because, well, just because.   

Audiences will be entertained by veter-

an and first time spielers. Jacob Ander-

son plays 

King Ahasu-

eras. Lilah 

Blum plays 

Esther, Anna 

Booker plays 

Vashti. Isaac 

Blum moves over to the role of Haman, 

and Rabbi Samuels reprises his role of 

Mordecai. Flora Booker and Annika Folk 

play a number of roles. And Mary Somer-

ville has created some entertaining cho-

reography ð youôll be tapping your toes 

and singing along before you know it!  

Performances are at 7 p.m. March 4 at 

Congregation Beth Israel, and 11:30 a.m. 

March 8, at Bloedel Donovan Parkôs mul-

tipurpose room, followed by the Carnival.  
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Spring is a month away! As the 

weather gets nicer, we are seeing a flur-

ry of activity in our syn-

agogue community.    

Our community Purim 

celebration will be in 

the first week of March. 

I am thankful for all the 

hard work of the  

Religious School Com-

mittee, headed by  

Rebecca Orloff and 

Samantha Konikoff, in making our  

celebration at Bloedel Donovan Park a 

reality. This is one of several events they 

have coordinated during the last year. 

A month later, we celebrate Passover 

with an awesome community seder at 

Bellingham Technical College. This 

event involved months of planning by a 

tireless group of volunteers coordinated 

by Nicole Samuels and Amy Whiting.  

Again, we give our thanks to these folks. 

In the planning stages are more Fund-

raising Committee events, such as a 

Jewish Boat Tour of Bellingham Bay and 

a Plant Potting Party at the Garden 

Spot. I want to thank Katie Edelstein and 

her devoted and creative team of volun-

teers for their efforts in making these 

events happen.  

The Fundraising Committeeôs highly 

successful Raise the Roof estate sale 

was the result of Lynn Kornerôs close 

connection with a client and her belief 

that this project would be successful and 

fun.  She got the Fundraising Committee 

to buy into this project, which was the 

result of many hours of blood, sweat, 

tears, and camaraderie. 

This very newsletter that you are now 

reading requires the dedicated efforts of 

Melissa Schapiro, our Communications 

Committee chair, to pursue folks for sub-

missions, edit their works, and lay out 

the document.   

More activities are being worked on 

by other committees: Social Action, Pro-

gramming, Human Resources , Mem-

bership, Care, Building Maintenance and 

many more. 

Without the hours of effort put in by 

these groups, many of our community 

events and services would not be possi-

ble. All these folks are unpaid. Why do 

they do it? Community, sense of belong-

ing and a need to contribute are some 

reasons. My guess is that, for many 

folks, our Jewish community here in 

Bellingham has become a major part of 

their lives. This place is truly their home. 

Our congregants are truly family. Many 

believe that if you put effort into some-

thing you believe in, you will be reward-

ed in many ways. 

As you read this, my hope is that you 

may be inspired to become more in-

volved. How? Call me, the rabbi or any-

one on our board. Weôd love to see 

more folks helping to make more things 

happen. 

I look forward to seeing you at some 

of these upcoming events and discuss-

ing ways you can become more involved 

in our Beth Israel community. 

ð Mitch Press 

Volunteers power community 
events; learn how you can help 

From the President ... 

Taglit-Birthright Israel provides a gift of a peer group, educational trip to Israel 

for Jewish young adults ages 18 to 26 from around the world. One of the primary 

objectives of these trips is to motivate participants to explore their Jewish identity 

through a peer educational experience of historic and contemporary Israel.   

Registration for Summer 2015 is now open.  Go to the Taglit-Birthright Israel web-

site, www.birthrightisrael.com, and learn more about this unique opportunity.  
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Beth Israel teens journey  
to NFTY Convention 

BY NAOMI SCHAPIRO 

NFTY people are very different. Every-

one is so free to express themselves and 

be who they want to be. Everyone is so 

friendly, and you will get 

hugged on a regular basis 

by people you donôt know. 

They are people who love 

to dance, and learn new 

things, and arenôt afraid to 

state their opinion, even if 

it is different. You make 

friends in the weirdest 

places, like waiting for the elevator, or in 

a very long line waiting for the bathroom.   

Being at NFTY Convention 2015, held 

in February in Atlanta, Ga., with more 

than 1,000 of these kinds of people was 

amazing! I made friends with people from 

all over the United States, from New 

Mexico to New York and California. I also 

learned so many new things.  

We had tons of amazing speakers. A 

survivor of the Virginia Tech shooting 

was one of my favorites because what he 

said was so powerful. Itôs very hard to get 

1,000  teenagers to be quiet, but Colin 

Goddard managed to do it. He talked 

about his experience in the shooting, and 

why the time is now to stop gun violence.  

Another thing that was amazing were 

all the concerts. Dancing and singing with 

1,000 other Jewish kids my age was so 

great. Dan Nichols, Alan Goodis, and 

Guster were just a few of the amazing 

concerts we had. I also got to tour Emory 

University, and Iôm glad that I had the 

chance to do that while I was in Atlanta. It 

was a very nice college, and I got to hear 

all about the Hillel program there.  

At the convention, we could  choose 

from three tracks to learn about and spe-

cialize in: Madrichim (teaching), Social 

Action, and Songleading. I decided to do 

Madrichim, and specifically kids with spe-

cial needs. It was a very interesting pro-

gram, and I learned a lot from it.  

I had such an amazing, life changing 

experience, and if anyone ever has the 

oppotunity to go to a NFTY convention, I 

strongly suggest you do ï youôll  have an 

amazing experience! 
 

BY ASHER SULOWAY-BAKER 

NFTY convention was an amazing 

experience. I got to meet new people, 

make new friends, and participate in my 

Jewish community on an incredible scale.  

I was able to attend 

seminars and lectures 

hosted by some of the 

most prominent minds 

in the Reform Jewish 

community, and cele-

brate NFTYôs 75th anni-

versary with more than 

1,000 other Jewish teens.  

My favorite speaker was Colin God-

dard, who spoke about the Virginia tech 

shootings, and how we need to make a 

change in how we legislate firearms. His 

speech was insightful and empowering, 

and he provided an unmatched perspec-

tive on gun violence in America.  

I couldnôt have asked for a more in-

credible experience. What I was lucky 

enough to be part of was not only a mon-

umental event for NFTY as an organiza-

tion, but it is a memory I will treasure for 

ever. 

North American Federation of Temple Youthôs Northwest Region was well represented 
at the convention, held in Atlanta from Feb. 13-17, 2015. See archived video at 
www.nftyconvention.org/live/ 


