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Caring for the environment is an important theme in the Jewish tradition. The holiday of Tu BüShvat, 
is celebrated on the 15th day of  the month of Shevat, honoring nature and trees and is often called 
the þbirthday of the trees.ÿ 
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¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦ 5ƛŘ 
ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ {ƘŜƘŜŎƘŜƴŀȅŀƴǳ όŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀǝπ
ǘǳŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿύ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦǳƭŬƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ ŦǊǳƛǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘŀǎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ŜŀǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΚ ¢Ǌȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ŀ 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΗ 

The Tu BüShvat Story 

¢ƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ŜŀǝƴƎ ŦǊǳƛǘΥ 
 

.ŀǊǳŎƘ ŀǘŀƘ !-ŘƻƴŀƛΣ 9ƭƻ-ƘŜƛƴǳ aŜƭŜŎƘ IŀΩhƭŀƳ ōƻǊŜƛ ǇǊƛ Ƙŀ-ŀƛǘȊΦ 

.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ¸ƻǳ !Řƻƴŀƛ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ƘŜƘŜŎƘŜȅŀƴǳΥ 
.ŀ-ǊǳŎƘ !-ǘŀƘ !Řƻ-ƴŀƛ 9-ƭƻ-ƘŜ-ƴǳ aŜ-ƭŜŎƘ Iŀ-ƻƭŀƳ {ƘŜ-ƘŜŎƘŜ-ȅŀ-ƴǳ ±Ŝ-ƪƛ-ȅƛ-Ƴŀ-
ƴǳ ±Ŝ-ƘƛƎƛ-ŀ-ƴǳ [ƛȊ-Ƴŀƴ Iŀ-ȊŜƘΦ 

hƴ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ǿŜ Ŝŀǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
LǎǊŀŜƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ Yŀōōŀƭƛǎǘǎ όƳȅǎǝŎǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мсǘƘ ŀƴŘ мтǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ 
Ǌƛǘǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ǎŜŘŜǊΦ   
 

²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ  όƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜύΦ 
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ о ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΥ 
мΦ CǊǳƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ bǳǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ƻǊ ǇŜŜƭǎΥ  ǿŀƭƴǳǘǎΣ 
ŀƭƳƻƴŘǎΣ ǇƻƳŜƎǊŀƴŀǘŜǎΣ ŎƻŎƻƴǳǘ 
 

нΦ CǊǳƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜŘƛōƭŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ Ǉƛǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΥ 
ŎƘŜǊǊƛŜǎΣ ƻƭƛǾŜǎΣΣ ǇƭǳƳǎΣ ŀǇǊƛŎƻǘǎ 
 

оΦ ! ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŜŘƛōƭŜΥ ƎǊŀǇŜǎΣ ōƭǳŜōŜǊǊƛŜǎΣ ǇŜŀǊǎΣ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ 

 

{ĈāÙġéìĂä ġĈ ¢éìĂù !ÎĈĥġΧΦΦIĈı !ėÙ tÙĈĔûÙ [ìùÙ ¢éÙěÙ CĈĈÕěΚ 
 

 

hƴ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ .ŀƭ ¢ŀǎŎƘƛǘΥ  
5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅΦ  [Ŝǘ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜΣ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǳǎŜΦ 

MORE WAYS TO CELEBRATE TU BüSHVAT 
wŜŀŘ ¢ƘŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ǊŜŜ ōȅ {ƘŜƭ {ƛƭǾŜǊǎǘŜƛƴ ϧ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ  
DƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ǊŜŜ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ϧ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ǊŜŜ 
DǊƻǿ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŜŘǎ 
5ƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ WŜǿƛǎƘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ CǳƴŘ ϧ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƭŀƴŘ 
 tƭŀƴǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

!ƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀōƻǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΥ όмύ о ȅŜŀǊǎ  όнύ пǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ   όоύ рǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ  

w¦[9{ w9D!w5LbD Chh5-.9!wLbD ¢w99{ Lb L{w!9[ 
мΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ-ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ψψψ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ 
нΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ψψψǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ 
оΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ψψψǘƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ŝŀǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΗ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘŜǊΣ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΗ 



Tu BõShvat Fruit Tree 
Make your tree with: apples; blood 

oranges; plums; pears; figs; cherries; 

kiwi; kumquats; star fruit; satsuma 

oranges; nectarines. 

                  What do trees  
                contribute to our lives?      
 

             What would life be like  
                       without trees?                  
  
   If you were a tree, what kind would  
                       you be?   Why?  
 

         If you were a tree & could talk,        
           what would you tell people?  
      
            What do these ??? have to  
                 do with Tu BüShvat? 

hƴ ¢ǳ .Ω{ƘǾŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
ƎƛƊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿ Ƙŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  /ƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ  5Ǌŀǿ ŀƴ ά·έ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ 
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���������������������������������������������������������F�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\���D�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�����8�V�H���W�R�R�W�K�S�L�F�N�V���W�R�� 
���V�H�F�X�U�H���W�K�H���G�U�L�H�G���I�U�X�L�W���W�R���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�� 
��8�V�H���W�K�H���J�U�D�S�H�I�U�X�L�W���D�V���\�R�X�U���E�D�V�H�����K�H�D�G�� 
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�)�U�X�L�W���+�H�D�G���*�X�\���P�D�N�H�V���D�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���D�S�S�H�W�L�]�H�U���R�Q���7�X���%�¶�6�K�Y�D�W�� 

¢ƘŜ {ǇƛŘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ 
WƻǎƘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǊŜŜΦ 
!ǎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŘǊƻǇ 
ϧ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ {ŀƳπ
Ƴȅ ǿƻǊǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ 
ǎƘƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭŘ 
ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŀƛǊΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ 
{ŀƳƳȅ ƎŜǘǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀΦΦΦ 


