Facing the menorah, place the first candle on your right and each night add candles to the
left. Light the shamash (the single candle that is set apart).
Recite the following blessings:
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Baruch atah adonai elohenu melech ha-olam asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav v'tzivanu I'hadleek
ner shel hanukkah. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, who makes us
holy with mitzvet, and commands us to kindle the Hanukkah lights.
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Baruch atah adonai elohenu melech ha-olam she-asah nisim la-avoteinu ba-yameem ha-em
ba-zman ha-zeh. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, who did
wondrous things for our people long ago at this time of year.

On the first night add this blessing:
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Baruch atah adonai elohenu melech ha-olam sheheheyanu v’kiyemanu v’higiyanu la-zman
ha-zeh. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the world, who has given us life,
sustained us, and brought us to this season of joy.

Using the shamash, light the candles from left to right. We light the candle for the new night
first. Now, sing Hanukkah songs, eat latkes and play dreidel. Enjoy the candlelight! Try not
to do any work while they are burning. Take the opportunity to share stories about miracles
and heroes from the past. Discuss the ways we can bring about miracles and acts of heroism
in our times. On Friday night, light the Hanukkah candles FIRST and then light the Shabbat
candles. On Saturday night, say Havdalah first, then light the Hanukkah candles.

*Why is Hanukkah sometimes called The Festival of Lights w?
*When Jews observe Hanukkah what are they celebrating?
*What happened to the menorah and all the oil when enemy soldiers
took over the temple?
*After the Jews conquered their enemy, how much oil did they find in the Temple?
*Explain the miracle of the oil.
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GREIDEL SCATTERGORIES ‘

Spin the dreidel & which-
ever side it lands on
(N,G,H,S), players have
two minutes to think up
words that fit in a certain
category like fruit, vegeta-
bles, movie star or animal
name) and start with that
letter. Longest (or most
Q‘eative!) list wins. )
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HANUKKAH DECGRATIONS & ACTIVITIES ¢ ;u

PAPER PLATE &

Hanukkah Menorah

(minimonetsandmommies.com)

This menorah activity is made from reused cardboard

tubes, paper and paint, it’s totally flame-free.
Here’s What You’ll Need:

3 cardboard paper towel tubes 1 piece of poster board

Clear-drying school glue
Wax paper
Yellow orange tissue paper

Here’s What to Do:

Tempera paint
Scissors

e Cut the three tubes into nine segments (one for each

candle, plus an extra for the Shamash

e Line the cardboard tubes up on the paper to make sure
that they fit & each segment will be equal Your child will
need to move the helper candle (Shamash) cardboard
tube up a few inches higher than the others so that it

looks taller

e Pick up the Shamash tube & have your child flatten it a

bit (to make it easier to glue onto a flat surface)
Squeeze a few lines of glue on the flattest part
Press the tube down onto the poster paper
Repeat this step for the remaining eight candles

or using a paint brush
Let the paint dry

e Tear the tissue paper into pieces that roughly 2x2-

inches
e Dab the glue onto the poster board above the
cardboard tube & press the paper onto the glue
e Repeat each night

Now it’s time to paint the tubes either by finger painter
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Paper Dreidel Garland for Hanukkah
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Here’s What You’ll Need: Paper, staples,

stapler, ribbon, ruler, hole punch
Here’s What to Do:

What You Need:

e 3 Paper plates

e 9 Clothespins

e Paints

Instructions:

e Fold 1 platein
half

o Make 2 slits in
rounded plate at
the bottom

e Fold 2 platesin
half

e Place folded
plates in 2 slits

e Paint each of
clothespins

e Clip on top of
plate

* %

¥ Cut paper into one-inch strips
¥ Using five strips per ornament, make two

that are seven inches, two that are six inches
and one that is five inches in length

% Stack strips together and line up the top

edges

% Staple about one-inch down, leaving room

for a hole-punched ribbon handle

% On the opposite end, line up all the different-

length strips so they meet, and the ornament
will take shape

Secure with another staple

You can download the decorative printable
paper at PagingSupermom.com or use your
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You think you’re such a big shot, ‘
but let’s see who they're playing
with come December!
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Hand Menorah Project:

What you need:

% Construction paper, Yellow paint & Glue
Instructions for Option 1:

Trace both hands on the construction paper
Cut out the hands and place on paper
Arrange cutout hands so the thumbs overlap
and become 1 finger

Dab your finger or paint brush in yellow paint
and place on each of fingers

After it dries, you can # each finger

The combined thumbs become the Shamash
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Hanukkah Story Stones

(etsy.com)

Celebrate Hanukkah in a unique and fun way! Let
your child talk about the traditions of Hanukkah in
his/her own words! These Story Stones are a tac-
tile and meaningful way to celebrate the Jewish
Holiday.
What You'll Need:
Smooth rocks; paints; permanent markers
Here’s What to Do:
% Paint pictures of Hanukkah items on top of
the rock (i.e. dreidel, menorah, donuts, etc.)
Use the permanent marker to write the name
of each item & any additional decorations.
Now you’re ready to tell your Hanukkah story
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Instructions for Option 2:

% Dip hands in blue paint and press hard on the
paper

% After the paint dries, dip paint brush or finger

in yellow paint & dab on the top of each finger

to represent the candle flame

HanuRkah Gelt Hunt
One of the games played
by Jewish families during
Hanukkah involves some-
thing called gelt. Gelt are
real coins hidden by
parents that the children
must find. Have a gelt
hunt, but substituting
gold-foil chocolate coins
for real coins. Hide the
coins around a room for
the children to find.




