
As stressful 

as it is pre-

paring for the 

High Holy 

Days, once I 

stand on the 

bima and 

look out, I am 

instantly filled 

with happi-

ness and 

gratitude. Being in a space with so 

many congregants at one time is a 

terrific feeling. I love seeing faces I 

have not seen in a while and I love 

seeing multigenerational families 

together. I know you feel the same 

way, too. When the community 

shows up, thereôs a different ener-

gy in the room, the songs sound 

better, and our spirits are lifted. 

In speaking with fellow local cler-

gy and rabbinic colleagues, Iôve 

learned attendance is still down 

across the board. There are good 

reasons that some choose not to 

show up in person, and I am so 

grateful that we have been able to 

stay connected through Zoom. 

Years ago, I explained to the 

Board that we needed to embrace 

technology in the sanctuary. It fi-

nally took a pandemic to get us up 

to speed. But I also know that 

there are folks who have grown 

accustomed to praying and partici-

pating from the comfort of their 

living room couches. Itôs conven-
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It all started when Andrea Shupack 

mentioned that there were some  

Hebrew School books that werenôt 

being used and she wished they 

would find a worthy home. Then a 

Facebook message from Rabbi Nelly 

Altenburger of Congregation Adath 

Israel in Middletown, CT appeared 

requesting gently used Hebrew 

school materials. She was inquiring 

on behalf of the Jewish community 

Nasenyi, in Uganda. 

After being filled in on the details, 

Rabbi Samuels willingly donated 

money from the Rabbiôs discretionary 

fund so that we could send the mate-

rials to Connecticut. The boxes re-

mained there for months waiting for 

more funding for shipping out of the 

USA. Finally, our fifth- and sixth- 

grade teacher, Kevin Donner, 

worked with his class to help raise 

Continued on Page 4 
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Beth Israel is a member of:  

As I am writing 
this, we have just 
finished the High 
Holy Days. I am 
exhausted, partly 
due to my recent 
Covid infection. I 
canôt even imag-
ine how spent 
Rabbi and An-
drea feel after all 
their great lead-

ership work. It was a wonderful set of 
services that went off without a hitch. It 
was great to see so many people partici-
pating both in person and online. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who helped sup-
port us behind the scenes during this 
special time of the year. It can be hard to 
know how much time people donate to 
our synagogue. I have never found a 
way to keep track of it all. But I know we 
would not have had such successful 
events and services without these kind 
helpers. 

You know that I love Jewish jokes, 
so I feel I should share this one about 
the High Holy Days: 

A Jewish father calls his son in New 
York and tells him, ñI hate to tell you, 
but your mother and I canôt stand each 
other anymore and we are divorcing. 
Thatôs it! I want to live out the rest of 
my years in peace. I am telling you 
now so you and your sister shouldnôt 
go into shock later when I move out.ò 

The father hangs up and his son 
immediately calls his sister and tells 
her the news. The sister says, ñIôll 
handle this.ò 

She calls her father in Florida.  
She pleads with her father, ñDonôt do 
ANYTHING until David and I get 
there! We will be there Friday night.ò  

The father says, ñAll right, all right. 
Iôll wait.ò 

When the father hangs up the 
phone, he hollers to his wife, ñTheyôre 
coming for Rosh Hashanah.ò  

Hopefully no one in our community 
had to resort to this level of trickery to 
get family together! 

As many of you noticed, our policy for 
masking changed right before the High 
Holy Days. I know that decision did not 
please everyone. I have heard from 
some of you and appreciate your shared 
feelings. Please know that the Covid 
Task Force spent a lot of time debating 

and discussing the options before mak-
ing a proposal to the Board. We are so 
lucky to have a task force that is com-
posed of doctors, nurses, safety profes-
sionals, and others. They carefully re-
view the polices recommended by the 
CDC and the State of Washington, as 
well as the statistics from Whatcom and 
Skagit Countiesô health departments, 
and the local hospitals.  

At every meeting we have differing ini-
tial opinions, but after lengthy discussion 
we have been able to come up with a 
recommendation that everyone can 
agree to. There is always some compro-
mise, and as you can imagine, this is a 
challenge. The Covid Task Force pro-
posals are then discussed by the Board. 
And again, there are discussions and 
time spent understanding the reasoning 
behind the proposal. 

The emotions around Covid and 
masks are deep and strong. Our safety 
and the types of precautions we are will-
ing to take for each other can be heavy 
topics! So, while it may appear that this 
was a quick decision, I want to assure 
everyone that a lot of thought went into 
this and every mask policy we have had 
during this pandemic. It doesnôt please 
everyone, and that was also considered 
when making the policy. It didnôt please 
everyone on the task force either. It 
meant some would not attend services 
in personðeven some of the Covid 
Task Force members. 

These are the hard decisions a com-
munity needs to make, whether it is 
about when to wear masks or any of the 
other policies and decisions that have 
been passed by the Board over the last 
year. As President, I have learned so 
much from our committees, task forces 
and Board this last year. Although there 
are times I wish we could make quick 
decisions, I have learned the importance 
of our long discussions and how they 
can help find compromise. Compromis-
ing is no small task. I want to thank all 
those people on committees, the Board, 
and our community. 

I am proud to be a part of such an 
amazing group of people and honored to 
be President. I hope you all have a won-
derful year ahead. 

 

JOSHUA GREENBERG 
PRESIDENT 

Compromise 

From the President... 
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Change can be a challenge. It is not always easy to 

move somewhere new, start a new grade in school, or 

even taste a new food. It can be scary to return to some-

thing familiar knowing that it wonôt 

be exactly the same. The last few 

months have been a time of great 

transition. Personally, my family 

moved back to Washington to 

make a home in Bellingham after 

living on the East Coast for four 

years. I lived here when I was in 

college, but I wasnôt sure what the 

city would feel like now. 

I lived at Camp Kalsman for the summer, after spend-

ing four summers away at another camp, and I didnôt 

know whether it would still feel like the home I grew up 

in. And at the end of August, I finally got to settle into my 

job here at CBI. I used to teach in Kesher while in col-

lege, but I didnôt know what working here would be like 

so many years later. 

This has also been a huge transition time for the syna-

gogue and for Kesher. As we move out of restrictive 

Covid times and back into the beautiful building, we are 

lucky to be able to use our new space safely. As we 

come back together in person, the community has said 

goodbye to a longtime employee as she ventures with 

her family to Israel and has welcomed Victoria and my-

self as the new Co-Directors of Kesher. Weôve been giv-

en so much grace and patience as we learn to work to-

gether and support the Kesher community, as well as 

opportunities to bring in new ideas and change. We be-

lieve that the year is off to an incredible start! 

On the High Holy Days we sang ñReturn Again,ò by 

Shlomo Carlebach which says, ñReturn again, return 

again, return to the land of your soul. Return to who you 

are. Return to what you are. Return to where you are.ò 

Here I am returning to Bellingham and to Congregation 

Beth Israelðexcited to come home, nervous to start 

over, and eager to be the best I can be for our students, 

teachers, and the greater CBI community. 

And here we all are, beginning to return to the lives we 

had before the pandemicðexcited to come home, nerv-

ous to start over, and eager to be the best we can be for 

each other. We arenôt the same people we once were. I 

feel lucky that we get to reintroduce ourselves as we all 

take these beginning steps together. 

 

Shanah Tova.  

 
LEAH BORDMAN  

CO-DIRECTOR, KESHER 

From the Kesher Center for Jewish Learning 

Returning and Change in the New Year 

Welcome to our new members! 

 

¶ Daniel Diamond and Ashley Mask, and 

daughter Adina Diamond (age 5) and son 

Natan Diamond (age 2) ï Bellingham 

¶ Bob & Cindy Friedman ï Ferndale  

¶ Alexis & Brian Gentry, and daughters Bella 

(age 16) and Sabrina (age 12) and son Paxton 

(age 8) ï Anacortes 

¶ Ira Kaufman ï Bellingham 

¶ Cherryne Kravitz ï Bellingham 

¶ Holly Redell-Witte and Charles Redell ï 

Bellingham 

¶ Eddy Ury and Kat David ï Bellingham 

¶ Wendy Westgate ï Bellingham 

¶ Jessica Wolfson and David Arpi ï Bellingham 

¶ Catherine Zitzer ï Ferndale  

The Kvelling Corner 
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Orion Dean Dixon will be called 

to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 

Saturday, November 26, 2022. 

He is the son of Tammy and  

Daryl Dixon, the older brother of 

Diana Dixon, and grandson of 

Robin and Bert Curtis. Orion is 

currently an eighth grader at Vista 

Middle School in Ferndale. He 

loves playing football and is cur-

rently a starting lineman on his middle-school team. He 

also enjoys reading, learning Kuk Sool Won and having 

Nerf battles with his friends. Orion is a strong believer in 

morality, social justice, and integrity, and hopes to serve 

in law enforcement one day. 

 

Orionôs family is very excited and welcomes the con-

gregation to join in celebrating this Simcha: 

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday, November 25, 2022 at 7:30 pm  

 

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  

Saturday, November 26, 2022 at 10:00 am  

Bar Mitzvah 

money during their class-led family 

service. That money went directly 

toward sending the materials from 

CT to Uganda.  

Recently we received pictures of 

the Nasenyi Jewish School students 

enjoying Hebrew language work-

books, sharing Jewish ceremonial 

items, and reading Jewish story 

books. This mitzvah would not have 

been possible if not for the united 

effort by our very own Kesher com-

munity. Our work is not done and the 

rabbi has agreed to support the next 

shipment to the community soon. 

Stay tuned. 

Our MASSA Israel Studies pilot 

program currently has twenty-three 

enrolled students; fifteen are from 

CBI and eight in Temple Beth Or 

from Everett. The first day of MASSA 

class was on September 18. TBO 

joined us for our ñGear UPò presenta-

tion and Kesherôs open house. Our 

Everett guests mentioned how very 

welcomed they felt by our Kesher 

team and CBI members! A special 

thanks to everyone who made the 

effort to reach out to our new friends.  

MASSA classes will continue to be 

held once a month for the next two 

years with students earning the op-

portunity to travel to Israel with their 

teacher, Gaby Mayers, and Rabbi 

Samuels in the summer of 2024. Af-

ter their trip, students will resume 

meeting in order to reflect on their 

traveling experiences and assist in 

recruiting future potential MASSA 

candidates. It is our intention to con-

tinue this program for Kesher stu-

dents.  

Please consider supporting the 

various fundraisers MASSA will be 

conducting over the next few years. 

They are working toward earning 

their tickets. Perhaps people might 

think about hiring our youth for odd 

jobs like house cleaning, yard work, 

or babysitting; people might even 

contemplate making a donation to 

the Israel Trip Scholarship Fund.  

The collected money will be divided 

among the students. We are deter-

mined to take every interested and 

engaged MASSA teen with us to  

Israel.  

Thank you for your support. 

READY FOR SOME GOOD NEWS?    

Continued from Page 1 
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The High Holy Days food drive was very successful. 

Thanks to all the congregants who donated to the Foot-

hills Food Bank in Kendall, WA. The amount of food  

donated was the most we have ever collected. Three pal-

lets of food were donated with an additional $361.00 dol-

lars. The executive director, Sam Norris, was very grateful 

for the donations as winter approaches. Our donations will 

go toward their ñHappy Pantryò which are shelves provid-

ed outside the door of the Food Bank and give the com-

munity nonperishables 24/7. Monetary donations can still 

be made to their website at foothillsfoodbank.org. You can 

also link your Fred Meyer Community Rewards Card to 

the Foothills Food Bank, and a percentage of your pur-

chases will be donated to them. 

The Social Action Committee is now sponsoring an 

apartment setup for refugees in association with the Refu-

gee Resettlement project of Jewish Family Services in 

Seattle. JFS is assigned refugee resettlement clients by 

the U.S. State Department and HIAS (formerly the He-

brew Immigrant Aid Society). In recent years, resettlement 

clients have primarily come from Bhutan, Burma, East 

Africa, Iraq, Iran, and the former Soviet Union. JFS has 

been assigned a few refugees from the Syrian and the 

Ukrainian conflicts. 

There will be a list of needed items in a shared link in 

the upcoming Timbrel. The list is also posted in the syna-

gogue. CBI will collect these items through December 

2022 in the donation baskets at the back of the social hall. 

If you are not coming into the synagogue at this time, 

please contact Linda Blackwell (360-739-1492) for pick-up 

of your donations. You can also review the JFSSeattle 

website or contact volunteer@jfsseattle.org for more detail 

or for monetary donations. 

To sponsor an apartment set-up, we will procure all of the 

essential household items needed to welcome newly ar-

rived refugees into their homes. Items include: pots and 

pans, utensils, bedding, and hygiene items. We ask that 

these items be new for the health and safety of the new cli-

ents. Younger children can make ñwelcome cardsò; letters 

or cards with positive, warm messages are appreciated. 

These will be left for families once an apartment is set up. 

At present we will NOT be collecting food for DVSAS 

Thanksgiving. Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Ser-

vices request that we make donation on their website at 

DVSAS.org. You can also mail a check to DVSAS of 

Whatcom County, 1407 Commercial Street, Bellingham 

WA 98225. 

Please contact Linda Blackwell (linda.blackwell@ 

bethisraelbellingham.org) if you want to be more involved 

in social justice activities at CBI. 

Successful Food Drive and Welcoming Refugees!  
BY LINDA BLACKWELL  

From the Social Action Committee 



Page 6  The Shul Shofar  November/December 2022 

 

Flowing from a recent strategic 

Board review of CBI finances, several 

needs were identified which led to the 

development of two new gifting op-

portunities to complement the array 

of specific-purpose funds already in 

existence (Building Fund, Library 

Fund, Kesher Scholarships, etc.). 

The Rabbiôs Circle was created to 

assure adequate staffing and robust 

social and cultural programming to 

keep pace with our growing congre-

gation. Currently CBI staff is the 

same as it was 20 years ago when 

we had half of todayôs membership 

and only a fifth of the building size to 

maintain!  

Programming is now re-energized 

by an active committee, but con-

strained by budget limits. Both the 

need for additional staff 

(administrative and eventually 

maintenance) and expanded pro-

gramming could be addressed with 

extra donations. The Rabbiôs Circle 

is aimed at households that are al-

ready contributing the target annual 

amount or more and would like to 

offer further support to help realize 

these particular goals. Suggested 

giving levels are $1,800+, $3,600+, 

and $7,200+ per year. Participants 

will receive periodic briefings from 

the Rabbi and/or Board President, 

invitations to exclusive social events 

with the Rabbi, and, with consent, 

recognition on the CBI website as 

Rabbiôs Circle supporters. 

The CBI Board has also approved 

the formation of an Endowment 

Fund with an eye to longer-term fi-

nancial stability. All donations to the 

CBI Endowment Fund will be invested 

in perpetuity (not spent), monitored, 

and managed by the Endowment 

Committee. Over time, the income 

generated may be spent on opera-

tions or capital projects as outlined in 

the Endowment Policy and subject to 

Board oversight. Gifts to the Endow-

ment Fund can be made during oneôs 

lifetime or as a bequest (at death), 

usually indicated in a Will or trust. 

Of course, we are deeply grateful 

for the amazing generosity of our CBI 

community in the annual pledges and 

Kesher tuition payments, which cover 

the majority of our operational budget. 

We are also thankful for the ongoing 

donations to the Building Fund which 

have made possible our debt-free, 

wonderful new synagogue campus. 

And we are excited to launch these 

new ways to support the expanding 

CBI community. Please contact Karen 

Sloss (cell/text 360-319-7258 or email 

karen.sloss@bethisraelbellingham.org) 

with any questions or for more details 

about these programs. 

Brand New Opportunities To Support CBI 

Most members contribute by cash or credit card, 

so they may not be aware of several other ways to 

make donations. And, of note, some of those alter-

nate options may also provide significant tax savings 

to the donor. So, to clarify, here are the various do-

nation methods: 

1. Cash, checks, or direct bank debit by the syna-

gogue office. 

2. Charge a credit card (please note that paying 

by credit card costs CBI approx. 3% of the 

amount charged so all are encouraged to add 

extra to the donation to cover the credit card 

bank fee). 

3. Direct a Donor Advised Fund to send a check 

payable to CBI.* 

4. Transfer shares of highly appreciated stock or 

mutual funds to CBIôs Schwab Account.* 

5. For individuals over age 70 İ ð request a 

Qualified Charitable Distribution directly from 

your IRA.* 

6. Name CBI as a beneficiary in your Will, trust, 

IRA or insurance policy.* 

All of these options work for potentially tax-

deductible donations such as membership commit-

ments, general or targeted donations and New Syn-

agogue contributions. However, purchases such as 

Kesher tuition, tickets to events, or prayer books 

need to be paid by cash, bank debit or credit cards 

because they are technically not ñdonationsò but ra-

ther ñpayments for value received.ò 

Hopefully, this list offers ideas to make supporting 

CBI easier and perhaps more tax-efficient. Your con-

tributions mean a lot to CBI no matter how you 

choose to do them! 

* Please contact Karen Sloss (cell/text 360-319-7258 

or email karen.sloss@bethisraelbellingham.org) for 

more details on how to implement these tax-

advantaged strategies. 

How To Donate to CBI: 
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Have you noticed the college students who have been 

attending services at CBI? Our congregation has been 

pleased to welcome these young adults, and weôre 

happy that they want to worship with usðat a time when 

many other congregations are greying. Itôs easy to feel 

optimistic about the future of Judaism when college 

students are interested and active. 

Many of these students have been introduced to CBI 

through Hillel of WWU, a student cultural club affiliated 

with a community board led by CBI members (currently 

Geraldine Reitz, Harriet Markell, Wendy Blum, and 

Emily Weiner). 

Hillel of WWU has been creating a vibrant and growing 

Jewish student community that is open to students at all 

the Whatcom County colleges, and is welcoming 

regardless of studentsô religious education, political 

beliefs, gender identity, or their familiesô past affiliations. 

In addition to organizing the fun stuff, last year Hillelôs 

student board also did exemplary work providing 

leadership on campus regarding antisemitism. They 

were skillfully and sensitively guided by Hillelôs Program 

Coordinator Elena Buri, who grew up in the CBI 

community. 

In the next few weeks, you will receive mail from Hillel 

of WWU. Please take a look at the photos of their social 

and cultural gatherings, both on campus and in Hillel 

Houseðwhich provides both off-campus housing and 

space for events like the recent Yom Kippur Break-Fast. 

You can help Hillel of WWU be a Jewish home away 

from home: 

¶ When you see young adults at CBI, welcome them, get 

to know them, and consider inviting them to a Shabbat 

dinner. 

¶ Volunteer to join the Hillel Community Board (email 

Flori121@yahoo.com) 

¶ Donate to WWU Hillel (P.O. Box 29058, Bellingham, 

WA 98228, or online at wwuhillel.weebly.com) 

Seated, left to right, Student Board members Leah 
Berkowitz, Ian Frank, and Delaney Jarvis at Westernôs 
Info Fair. 

Supporting the Jewish Communityôs Next  
Generation  
BY EMILY WEINER  

Leah Berkowitz, Hillel of WWU student coordinator at 
Hillel Rosh Hashanah picnic. 
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BY LINDA HIRSH 

Shout many Mazel 

Tovs for James Finley 

and John Sternlicht! 

In June 2010, they 

married at Georgetown 

University in a small 

outdoor ceremony.  
Three days later, they said their 

vows illegally at Congregation Beth 

Ahabah in Richmond, VA. Remem-

ber: Marriage for same sex couples 

was legalized on June 26, 2015ð

five years later. 

ñWe were the first gay wedding 

performed at our synagogue,ò James 

said.  

And 350 family members and 

friends were there to cheer them on. 

ñIt was an enormous, very welcom-

ing, excited crowd, an amazing expe-

rience,ò John said. 

Member Josh Greenberg knows 

why. ñI personally really cherish how 

they are both so warm and welcom-

ing every time I see them. They are 

the type of couple you always look 

forward to seeing again,ò Josh said. 

Thereôs more. At the wedding, 

Carlton, Jamesôs son, met assistant 

volleyball coach Yue Liu, and they 

married two years later on a beach in 

the Outer Banks, NC. That was 

equaled only by the marriage of 

Johnôs son David to Naama in the 

same synagogue in 2016. Now the 

husbands have another generation 

with whom to ply their love: five-

month-old granddaughter Mia Adele, 

David and Naamaôs daughter. 

ñItôs unique being gay grandpas,ò 

said John, who has another son,  

Jeremy. And ñweôre both anomalies if 

you consider where we grew upòð 

he in Fayetteville, NC, and James in 

Hereford, TX. 

Texas? North Carolina? Both be-

low the Mason Dixon line? Both have 

something to say about it. James 

went to school in Midland, TX, 

ñwhere a conservative, Christian, 

racist faction worked together affect-

ing what people think, say, follow, 

and expect from each other.ò As for 

John, ñGrowing up in NC was a very 

interesting and isolating experience. 

There was a heavy layer of racism 

and white Christian supremacy 

thereéand I felt like an oddity.ò 

Raised Christian, James converted 

to Judaism as an adult. ñAs a gay 

man, I believe Judaism has an ex-

pectation of standing up for the  

underdog, the less fortunate, and an-

yone being discriminated against.ò 

James got a degree in range man-

agement at Sul Ross State Universi-

ty, then a Masterôs in management 

and leadership from Western Gover-

nors University. ñLearning and teach-

ing youth drove my career as an ed-

ucator, coach, and advisor,ò he said. 

ñThis has kept me hungry to learn, 

Continued on Page 12 

Faces in Our Community:  
James Finley and John Sternlicht  

James Finley, John Sternlicht, and granddaughter Mia Adele 
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1. Chava Mirel and Deborah Sacks Mintz in concert. 2. CBIôs Program Team with Chava and Deborah. 3. New member ice 

cream social. 4. First day of Kesher. 5. Orion Dixon, Mike Braunstein, & Leah Bordman building the sukkah. 6. Esther 

Horton and Elizabeth Witte shaking the lulav and etrog. 7. Gan Yeladim families in the sukkah. 8. Bômitzvah class chanting 
from the Torah. 

2 1 

3 4 5 

8 7 6 

CELEBRATING AT CBI! 
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ient, especially on a Friday evening 

after a long day at work or on a Sat-

urday morning when we just want a 

few more Zôs. Plus, there are still 

concerns about catching Covid-19. 

I understand all these reasons for 

staying home. But I really want to 

see your faces and hear your voices 

in person. Even though I welcome 

virtual attendance, I know that those 

who participate that way experience 

services and events differently. Addi-

tionally, if most of the attendees are 

home, then those who do come to the 

synagogue are not able to engage 

with as many people as possible. We 

have so many new members, and I 

would love for them to get to know 

our community. 

My colleagues Rabbi Josh Brown 

and Rabbi Danny Burkeman recently 

wrote an article addressing this is-

sue. They wrote, ñKnowing each oth-

er well and caring for each other 

happens best when we are óback in 

the buildingô together, and back óin 

personô in each otherôs lives.ò  

Itôs true. We form connections 

when we are in each otherôs pres-

ence. But showing up in person is not 

just about fostering relationships. We 

show up to support one another and 

celebrate simchas. When people 

have lost a loved one and come to 

say kaddish, itôs important they feel 

the presence of community. And 

when families celebrate their child 

becoming a bônei mitzvah, they want 

to see a packed sanctuary. (Our bônei 

mitzvah services are open to the 

whole Beth Israel community. They 

arenôt invitation only affairs.) And last-

ly, studying with friends in person is 

much more engaging than doing it 

hybrid-style. I am hopeful that the beit 

midrash will once again be filled with 

learners for Torah study and other 

adult education classes. 

I am eager to see you back in our 

beautiful building for singing, learn-

ing, celebrating, and socializing. Con-

sider sponsoring an oneg with a 

group of friends. Invite your peers to 

join you when you feel the urge to be 

at CBI. If you prefer to stay home, 

invite friends to watch services to-

gether or to participate in Torah study 

with you. Spread the word that we 

are open for business! This sacred 

space isnôt the same without you.  

RABBI JOSHUA SAMUELS 

FROM THE RABBI 
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