
Every year 

as Purim ap-

proaches, I 

start thinking 

about the 

kinds of 

masks, dis-

guises, and 

costumes 

everyone will 

be putting 

together. The creative ones, the 

last-minute ones, the ones held 

together by safety pins, and every-

thing in between. And whenever I 

think about masks, I canôt help but 

flash back to the kind we wore in 

2020-2021, the ones that fogged 

up our glasses and made us won-

der if we had brushed our teeth. 

Purim invites us into the strange 

spiritual practice of pretending. We 

dress up, we hide our faces, we 

blur the lines of whoôs who. Itôs all 

part of the holidayôs playful chaos, 

but itôs also one of Purimôs deepest 

truths: so much of life happens 

behind masks. 

The Book of Esther famously 

never mentions Godôs name: a liter-

ary mask that conceals the Divine. 

Esther hides her Jewish identity for 

most of the story. Even the ñvillainò 

Haman seems to wear one mask in 

public and another in private. Noth-

ing is quite what it seems, and yet 

Continued on page 10 
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And Whatôs 
Behind Your 
Mask?  

¶ Feast of Learning, 
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¶ Star Gazing at CBI,  
page 11 

¶ Faces in Our  
Community: 
Henry (Hank) 
Levine, page 8 

INSIDE: 

Join us for our annual erev Purim celebration! There will be the 

boisterous chanting of Megillat Esther, the Shushan Noir shpiel, a 

costume contest, a good óol Jewish food debate, and tasty 

hamantaschen. 
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As we wel-

come a brand-

new year, I 

want to take a 

moment to 

wish each of 

you a happy, 

healthy, and 

meaningful 

year ahead. I 

will admit that I am not typically a 

ñNew Yearôs resolutionsò person. 

But now that I am nearly six 

months into my presidency at CBI, 

this feels like the perfect moment to 

pause, reflect, and set a few inten-

tions for the year to come. 

First Resolution: Strengthen  

Connections 

One of the greatest joys of this 

role has been getting to know so 

many of you. And yet, there are still 

many faces I only wave to from 

across the sanctuary or smile at 

during an oneg. I want to change 

that. I resolve to meet and truly get 

to know as many congregants as 

possible, whether we sit together at 

a service, chat at an event, brain-

storm at a committee meeting, or 

grab a cup of coffee. Please reach 

out anytime. My door and my email 

inbox are always open. I look for-

ward to hearing your stories, your 

hopes for our community, and how 

we can make CBI feel even more 

like home. 

Second Resolution: Support Our 

Rabbi and Staff 

We are incredibly fortunate to 

have such dedicated professionals 

guiding our spiritual life and daily 

operations. I resolve to work close-

ly with Rabbi and our staff to en-

sure they feel valued, respected, 

and supported in everything they 

do. A healthy and joyful workplace 

allows each person and our con-

gregation ð as a whole ð to 

thrive. 

Third Resolution: Listen and 

Adapt as We Grow 

CBI is growing in numbers, in en-

ergy, and in possibility. With growth 

comes change, and change gives 

us an opportunity to rethink how we 

serve our members. I resolve to 

work thoughtfully with our Board to 

continually evaluate how we oper-

ate, listen closely to your needs, 

and make adjustments that help 

our community flourish for years to 

come. 

Fourth Resolution: Embrace the 

Honor and the Joy 

Serving as president of this  

congregation is one of the greatest 

honors of my life. I am grateful eve-

ry single day for the trust you have 

placed in me. My final resolution is 

simply to enjoy this journey, the big 

moments and the small, and to  

approach each challenge and cele-

bration with gratitude, curiosity, and 

heart. 

Thank you for allowing me to 

serve and grow alongside you. 

Hereôs to a wonderful year ahead, 

filled with connection, purpose, and 

community. Happy New Year!  

 

 

My New Yearôs Resolutions as 
Your President  

From the President... 
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Archives:  

Tim Baker, (360) 305-6945  

Care: 

Else Sokol, (360) 393-9618 

Sarah Witte, (360) 296-3058  

 

 

 

Membership: 

Sue Mahar (360) 319-5314 

Library, Scrip: 

Joan Wayne, (360) 676-8939 

Gartner Scholarship Fund:  

Carol Robinson, (360) 671-3852   

 

Synagogue 411 

Praise 

During these unprecedented times, many Jewish con-

gregations are losing members and Hebrew school enroll-

ment numbers are rapidly dropping. However, at Kesher 

our enrollment numbers continue to rise every year. This 

detail caught the attention of the SAMIS Foundation. After 

CBI was awarded $60,000 to support MASSA, the youth 

program, SAMIS has been diligently monitoring Kesher 

programs. They sent out pre- and post-program surveys, 

conducted interviews with the MASSA team leaders, and 

sent representatives to periodically visit Kesher. Recently, 

CBIôs MASSA program was featured in SAMIS Founda-

tionôs monthly social blog. This article was sent to all the 

Jewish synagogues and communities within Washington 

State. Read the article here: tinyurl.com/yf88da8m  

Participate 

Kesher is currently looking for a Holocaust Teacher for 

our eighth-grade class. Daniel Sauter has taught the Holo-

caust for over three years but has recently accepted a job 

out of town and has now moved away. During those three 

years, Ray Wolpow volunteered to mentor Daniel and to-

gether they developed a Holocaust curriculum that Kesher 

has preserved online. Sydney Wolfson is currently co-

teaching the class, and he has experience being the 

classroom madrich. Therefore, there is a lot of support 

offered for this position. If you or someone you know is 

willing and able to teach the Holocaust program, then 

please contact Leah Bordman or Victoria Mayers at 

Kesher@bethisraelbellingham.org 

Parties (and Participate!) 

The Chanukah party was a blast this year. We started it 

earlier as an effort to allow families to have more free time 

on their Sunday afternoon. We want to thank our diligent 

volunteers and dedicated Kesher families who always step 

up to offer support and assistance as needed. Without 

community volunteers Kesher would not be able to provide 

the extracurricular events we offer at CBI. We also want to 

thank the volunteers who came out to help make latkes on 

December 13. These baking parties are always a hoot. We 

invite you to consider joining us when we bake haman-

taschen for the Purim Party. Please stay tuned and weôll 

send out more details soon. 

Prepare 

The Kesher Admin team has begun implementing 

Phase 2 of our new security procedures. All administrators 

now carry walkie talkies to be used only in emergencies. 

All Kesher classrooms now have Security Procedure 

packets placed at their front. Teachers have been trained 

on how to use these packets in the event of any sort of 

emergency that might arise during school hours. Phase 3 

will require the Security Committee and the Kesher Admin 

team to determine safe evacuation strategies from CBI to 

Wade King Elementary School. As we continue to pro-

gress with these new developments, we will make sure to 

include the entire CBI community.  

 

Cierra Burkill, kindergarten and first-grade Kesher 

teacher, began teaching after our last issue of Shul Shofar 

so we are introducing her now. She 

and her family have been part of CBI 

since they moved to Bellingham in 

2021. This is her first year teaching 

Kesher. Cierra is also a part of the 

Membership Committee. She enjoys 

baking sourdough bread, cooking, 

and reading science fiction. 

Praise, Participate, Parties, Prepare   
BY VICTORIA MAYERS, KESHER CO-DIRECTOR  

From the Kesher Center for Jewish Learning 

Some of the MASSA students and teacher Gaby Mayers in Barcelona 
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After several years of dreaming about its return, Con-

gregation Beth Israelôs Feast of Learning is back, and it 

promises to be an unforgettable Shabbat experience. 

The programming committee is thrilled to bring this event 

back to CBI. 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 17, for this 

mostly free event* when our building will be alive with 

music, conversation, discovery, and the joy of learning 

together.  

The day begins at 9:00 am and runs to 9:00 pm. 

Many of us remember the last Feast of Learning, held 

just before the pandemic. The day carried a special kind 

of electricity: classrooms full of learning and conversation; 

beautiful services and singing; a moving havdalah in the 

foyer; shared meals that brought our community closer; 

topped off with a soul-lifting concert with Laura Berman. It 

was one of those Shabbatot people talked about for 

months afterward.  

 
* There is no cost for the dayôs events, classes, childcare, and dinner. 
The Chava Mirel concert has a suggested donation of $18. RSVP re-
quired for dinner and the concert. Watch the Timbrel for registration 
details. 

This yearôs Feast of Learning will feature Chava Mirel, 

who will join us for the entire day, beginning by leading 

Tot Shabbat with Rabbi Samuels, and ending with a musi-

cal concert.  

A Day Built for Everyone 

The Feast of Learning is designed with the entire com-

munity in mind. Whether youôre someone who loves text 

study, enjoys hands-on creative activities, savors quiet 

spiritual moments, or thrives in musical space, this is your 

Shabbat. 

You will have a rich menu of classes to choose from, led 

by our talented community. Expect sessions that spark 

curiosity ð Torah learning, Jewish history, contemporary 

issues, spirituality, creativity, and more. You can drop into 

one class or stay and explore several throughout the day. 

There will be programming for kids and teens. Childcare 

will be available so, parents, you can relax and enjoy, 

knowing your kids are well engaged.  

And because itôs the Feast of Learning, there will be 

food. Good food. Shared food. The kind of Shabbat nour-

ishment that warms not only the body but the spirit. 

Welcoming Chava Mirel 

   We are excited to wel-

come back Chava Mirel, 

the award-winning musi-

cian, composer, and educa-

tor whose presence ele-

vates any room she enters. 

Her music weaves together 

soul, jazz, prayer, and 

heart, creating a sound 

both grounded and trans-

cendent. Chava will be 

teaching, singing, and shar-

ing her unique approach to 

Jewish music and spiritual 

connection throughout the 

day. Her visit is truly a gift 

to our community. 

Continued on page 11 

Feast of Learning Returns to Beth 
Israel: A Shabbat Celebration of Mind, 
Spirit, and Community  
BY ANDREA SHUPACK  
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The Program Committee will be hosting our annual Beit 

Cafe on Sunday, February 15 at 6:30 pm, at the Mount 

Baker Theater. This year we will be in the theaterôs Walton 

Room, which is a larger, but still intimate space to accom-

modate more people. Year after year, this event stands out 

as one of the highlights of our programming calendar. We 

have a great time listening to stories, enjoying the food 

and wine, and between the stories ð fun anecdotes and 

jokes shared by Rabbi Samuels and music with me. We 

always come away knowing one another just a little better. 

Beit Caf® is our low-key take on the style of storytelling 

made famous by The Moth. But unlike its high-stakes 

stage and bright lights, our version is relaxed, intimate, and 

wonderfully supportive. Itôs a space where anyone can 

step up to the microphone and share a piece of their life 

with less performance pressure. No competition, just au-

thentic voices and genuine listening. 

This yearôs theme, ñThe Cracks Where the Light Gets 

In,ò invites storytellers to explore the moments when life 

surprised them, challenged them, or changed them. These 

are the stories that grow from unexpected detours and 

hard-won insights: the times when something didnôt go as 

planned but led to new appreciation, deeper resilience, or 

an unexpected source of gratitude. Whether funny, poign-

ant, or profound, these are the tales that reveal how illumi-

nation often comes through the places we least expect. 

The evening is about more than storytelling, itôs about 

connection. Beit Caf® offers a chance to celebrate the rich-

ness of our community in a way that only shared stories 

can. Whether you want to tell a story or come to listen, we 

hope you will join us for this treasured event.  

If you would like to tell a story, please email Andrea 

Shupack. There is also support helping prepare and craft 

your story, if desired. See you there! 

Beit Caf® Returns: 
An Evening of Stories 
BY ANDREA SHUPACK 

Jan 01 Ella and Allan Barney #13 

Jan 06 David Goldman and Linda Blackwell #42 

Jan 08 Lindsey and Jordan Genut #17 

Jan 27 Jacob Slosberg and Amy Frye #9 

Jan 31 Effron and Janet Esseiva #21 

Feb 14 Shana Feiger and Walker Lillard-Nelson #6 

Feb 15 Ezra and Colleen Tilland-Stafford #11 

Feb 17 Carol and David Robinson #46 

Feb 17 Rob and Kathy Grossman #20 

Anniversaries 

Did we miss your anniversary? Call the office at (360) 733-8890 or 
email office@bethisraelbellingham.org with the month, day, and year of 

your special day. 

Sunday, March 1,  

12:00 to 2:00 pm 

Purim is a time for all ages to dress up in  

silly costumes, eat hamantaschen, and be merry. 

What better way to celebrate than to attend the  

Purim Carnival in our Social Hall on March 1.  

 

The Purim Carnival will feature games with  

prizes, a costume contest, henna and face 

painting, yummy food, a fortune teller,  

and balloon animals. 

Welcome to our new members! 

 

¶ Jackie Braverman and Jack Kintner ï 

Bellingham 

¶ Deanna Fleysher and Greg Schasse ï 

Bellingham, daughter: Ula (4) 

¶ Ira Penn and Dee Dee OôConnor ï Bellingham 

¶ Eric and Angela Shapow ï Bellingham, son: 

Simon (17) 

¶ Eli and Leah Wainman ï Bellingham, daughters: 

Veda (12) and Uma (4)  

The Kvelling Corner 



Page 6  The Shul Shofar  January/February 2026 

 

Friday, Jan. 2 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service 

Friday, Jan. 9 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat  

Saturday, Jan. 10 10:30 am Saturday Shabbat 

Friday, Jan. 16  6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Jan. 17 11:30 am Tot Shabbat (NOTE 

TIME CHANGE-FEAST OF 

LEARNING) 

Friday, Jan. 23  7:30 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Jan. 24 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Shevat) 

 10:30 am Conservative Lay 

Led Minyan 

Friday, Jan. 30 NO SERVICE AT CBI 

Saturday, Jan. 31 NO SERVICES AT CBI 

Friday, Feb. 6 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service (4/5th Grade) 

Saturday, Feb. 7 10:30 am Contemplative 

Service 

Friday, Feb. 13 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Feb. 14 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Mishpatim) 

 10:30 am Saturday Shabbat 

Friday, Feb. 20 6:15 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service 

Saturday, Feb. 21 11:00 am Tot Shabbat  

Friday, Feb. 27 7:30 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Feb. 28 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Tetzaveh) 

 10:30 am Conservative 

Minyan  

January/February 2026 Service Schedule  

PLEASE NOTE: Friday evening services and Saturday Torah study will be hybrid, allowing congregants and 

visitors to worship or study in person, or attend via Zoom. Except for Bônei Mitzvah, all Saturday morning 

services will be in-person only.  
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Solution on page 12 
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It was 1981, and the rabbi of CBI 

had just retired after serving for 29 

years. Hank Levine was president 

of the small Conservative-oriented 

congregation, too small to afford an 

attractive salary for a new rabbi. In 

fact, it took over a year to find a re-

tired rabbi in Vancouver who was 

willing to serve CBI part-time.  
Throughout that search Hank substituted as rabbi, 

conducting services every Friday night and for all the 

High Holidays and at funerals and namings. His only 

preparation was having served previously as hazan for 

High Holy Days ð and having been brought up in an 

Orthodox home, with Heder after elementary school and 

leadership on the bimah after his Bar Mitzvah in his Or-

thodox synagogue in Passaic, New Jersey, where he 

grew up. He continues to hazen to this day and to lead 

services at CBI, which was finally able to fund a full-time 

rabbi in 1987.  

Hank also passionately studies Yiddish, a language he 

loves; it was his parentsô mother tongue, but they used it 

as a secret language, so he has had to learn it as an 

adult. And now he leads a group called the Yiddishe 

Ringele.  

Hank and Corinne Gimbel-Levine settled in Bellingham 

in 1979, partly because of CBI. Itôs hard to know where 

any real-life story begins, but perhaps this one started in 

Cleveland when Corinne almost spilled coffee on Hank, 

who was in line behind her at the hospital coffee ma-

chine. He was in medical school at Case Western Re-

serve, doing a hospital rotation, and she was a nurse in 

the adjoining coronary care unit. Their acquaintance be-

gan then and years later became a lasting marriage. 

But first Hank moved to Charlottesville, Virginia for a 

rotating internship at the University of Virginia, where the 

patients he saw were mainly poor ð white and Black ð 

as they had been in Cleveland. The war in Vietnam was 

raging, and Hank, a lifelong activist, strongly opposed 

the war. When his internship ended, he applied for a two-

year U.S. Public Health Service tour as an alternative to 

the draft. His choices were to serve in a prison, a small 

town, or a tribal reservation, and he ended up living in 

Bellingham as a GP for the Lummi Nation. His work with 

poor patients had partly prepared him for this new as-

signment, but he found his indigenous patients different 

in important ways ð not very communicative verbally 

and not likely to see a doctor unless they were almost at 

deathôs door. Until then, Hank hadnôt been clear about 

his direction in medicine. He had always been interested 

in ñwhat made people tick,ò and here he realized that in 

primary care he wouldnôt really have time to know his pa-

tients as individuals. He decided to turn to psychiatry and 

took up a psychiatric residency at the University of North 

Carolina in Chapel Hill.  

Corinne had followed him to Charlottesville, where she 

earned her degree as a nurse practitioner, a fairly new 

profession at the time. She also followed him to Belling-

ham, where they joined CBI, and then to Chapel Hill. 

Considering where to start their professional careers 

once Hank had completed his residency, they decided to 

return to Bellingham as a married couple. Besides the 

glorious scenery of sea and mountains, there was CBI. 

Enjoying the warmth of the community, Hank also be-

lieved that the connections he had already formed at CBI 

and with other doctors would help him with patient refer-

rals. Corinne became the first family nurse practitioner in 

Whatcom County. 

Continued on page 13 

Corinne Gimbel-Levine and Hank Levine 

Steeped in Judaism:  
Henry (Hank) Levine    
 BY MINDA RAE AMIRAN  
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1. Effron Esseiva enjoying Kurlyôs fry kart. 2. Terry Shirk serving up some sufganiyot. 3. Eloise & Ansel Hecht and Selah 

Adelstein trying to eat donuts. 4.-5. Kesher friends. 6-8. Dreidel spin-off winners (Shoshana Samuels, Eli Genut, Ezra 

Shupack). 9. Cherynne Kravitz and Emily Weaver overseeing the chocolate fountain. 10. Daryl Dixon, Jeff Galbraith, and 

Mike Braunstein watching the dreidel spin. 11. Scott Foss and his plate of latkes. 12. Rabbi Samuels and Erin Cohen. 
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