
As July be-

gins, so too 

does a new 

year at Con-

gregation 

Beth Israel. 

On July 1, I 

will begin my 

fifteenth year 

as your rabbi. 

Fifteen years. 

Every year when I write for the 

Shul Shofar, I find myself saying 

some version of, ñI canôt believe how 

quickly time has passed.ò But this 

year feels a little different. Fifteen 

years carries a certain weight to it. In 

Jewish tradition, the number fifteen 

is represented by the Hebrew letters 

yud and heh, together forming one 

of the names of God. And so this 

milestone has caused me to pause 

and reflect not only on time, but on 

holiness. Because I have come to 

believe something very deeply after 

all these years: Holiness rarely ap-

pears all at once. More often, it 

emerges slowly, through relation-

ships, consistency, trust, and the 

simple act of showing up for one 

another over time. This past year 

especially reminded me of that. 

At our annual meeting in May, I 

spoke about a moment that hap-

pened recently at a Bat Mitzvah. As 

I stood on the bimah with the stu-

dent and her family, I suddenly real-

ized that I had stood with her par-

ents back in 2013 at her baby nam-

ing ceremony during my very first 

year at CBI. Now, more than a  

Continued on page 12 
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INSIDE: 

CBI has been marching together in 

Bellinghamôs Pride Parade for at 

least a decade, and as a lesbian I 

have each year felt wonderful to be 

part of an intergenerational CBI 

group that includes queer, not-queer, 

allies, and undeclared. As the current 

U.S. administration is rolling back 

LGBTQ+ freedoms that have taken 

decades to achieve, solidarity is es-

pecially important.    

This year, Bellingham Pride is July 

12. (Iôm often asked why it isnôt in 

June. The answer: ñHamstersò also 

participate in Seattle Pride events 

scheduled throughout June.)  

The route will be from Bellingham 

High School to Bellingham Farmers 

Market.  

Continued on page 10 

Join Us on July 12ðCBI 
Continues Tradition of 
Marching in the Pride Parade  
BY EMILY WEINER    

CBI contingent in Bellingham Pride Parade 2023 
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Beth Israel is a 
member of:  

I am filling in as 

Board President 

because of my 

years on the CBI 

Board (both re-

cently and 20 

years ago). But I 

am older than 

the current U.S. 

president; I donôt 

plan to stay in 

the position for 

more than a year, or start any wars.  

At the Board of Directors meeting on 

June 9, the Congregation Beth Israel 

Board voted to recruit and hire an 

Executive Director. We plan to post the 

position and benefits in July and would 

like to have the new hire on board before 

the High Holy Days.  

This will relieve the burden on the  

rabbi, volunteers and committees that are 

currently keeping our building and opera-

tions going. We have operated well over 

many years, but with only a rabbi, an  

office manager, the Kesher directors, and 

a part-time custodian, a lot has piled up 

on the staff and volunteers. We tried to 

recruit more volunteers through a Com-

mittee Fair and other events, but that has 

proved difficult.  

At the same time, we have continued 

to grow in our new building and have an 

active Kesher program that attracts 

young families. Our clergy and commit-

tees are offering a large and growing list 

of events on our calendar. Our commit-

tees reach out to newcomers and the 

homebound. Last year 22 new member 

families joined CBI (at a time when most 

Reform and Conservative congregations 

are shrinking.)  

The CBI Board decided to take a major 

step to putting CBI on a firm footing for 

future development by employing the full-

time Executive Director. Pledges have 

been made by very generous donors to 

cover the salary expenses for the first 

year. The Board is committed to a plan-

ning process that will continue to fund the 

position. 

Other changes are happening at CBI, 

as well. Leah Bordman decided to step 

down from her position as Kesher Co-

Director and focus on tutoring our Bônai 

Mitzvah students. Until recently, we have 

always had a single Kesher director, and 

the Board feels that it would be better for 

the Kesher program to have a single per-

son cover all tasks and have all aspects 

of running the programs integrated in-

stead of divided. Leahôs decision pro-

vides an opportunity to change the posi-

tion with minimum disruption. The job is 

now expanded. Victoria Mayers, the oth-

er Co-Director, is well liked and respect-

ed for all she has contributed to Kesher, 

and she was invited to apply for the ex-

panded position. 

The other big change these days is a 

new Board of Directors and a new Exec-

utive Team. Liz Snyder, Geroge Farkas 

and Ann-Marie Misko Kennedy are now 

on the Board. Serge Lindner and James 

Finley will be joining Tamar Clarke,  

Karen Sloss, and me on the Exec Team. 

At my request, Jodi Litt, our recent Past 

President will also join the Executive 

Team to advise and assist me.  

It will be exciting to have new people 

bringing fresh energy to the Board, but it 

will also be sad to lose people who are 

leaving: Steve Ban, Kevin Donner, and 

Erin Cohen. They have all been major 

contributors to the operation of CBI, and I 

am grateful to have worked with them. 

But most of all I am sorry to lose Erin, 

who has brought so much of her heart 

and her enthusiasm to our congregation. 

I am sure she will be missed by many. 

About meðI was born during the Holo-

caust and grew up in a kosher home. I 

belonged to both Conservative and Re-

form congregations as a child and joined 

CBI shortly after I moved to Bellingham in 

the ó90s to serve as Executive Director of 

Whatcom Counseling and Psychiatric 

Clinic. I am divorced, live with my sister, 

and have 3 children and 5 grandkids (the 

youngest of whom just became a Bat 

Mitzvah here at CBI). Beth Israel is an 

important part of my life and I hope to 

help it be a place that will feel like home 

to you as well. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lots of Changes Afoot 

From the President... 
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Itôs hard to believe, but weôve officially wrapped up an-

other year in Kesher, and it was a terrific one! We have 

so many positive aspects of this year to share with you.  

Our student count continued to climb toward 100, top-

ping out at 90, but continuing to show growth for future 

years to come.  

Our staff was almost completely new this year, with 

five returning teachers and nine who were brand new to 

our program. Each of them contributed greatly to the suc-

cess of this year and those who arenôt returning next 

year will be greatly missed!  

Hebrew Specialist Jason implemented a Hebrew Word 

of the Day during Tefillah this year, which was a smash 

hit all around. He taught not only the kids, but their fami-

lies interesting and genuinely exciting facts about Hebrew 

words, moving through the alphabet from Aleph to Tav.  

Our class of madrichim was huge this yearð15 

teensðand they truly dedicated themselves to learning 

and leading in the classroom. These teens made strong 

connections with our students and helped our school to 

thrive.  

The community of Kesher Volunteers this year was 

outstanding! Kesher could not have run smoothly without 

parents and community members coming in to read 

aloud, teach cooking and gardening, and set up and 

clean up for every big event. Their presence made a sig-

nificant impact. 

And these are just a handful of reasons why our school 

community really thrived this year! Of course, the director 

team managed some bumps along the way (teachers 

fluctuating in and out; Leah going on maternity leave), but 

because of our dedicated staff, madrichim, and volun-

teers stepping up, Kesher itself ran as smoothly as ever.  

A quick note: Kesher registration for 5787 opens on 

July 1! This year, to encourage early registration (which 

helps immensely in the year-planning process), we are 

offering a special Early Bird Discount for all of July, and 

will be adding a late fee for anyone who registers after 

August 31. Thank you in advance to everyone who regis-

ters for Kesher over the summer!  

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to 

Kesher over the last year, whether by teaching or volun-

teering to help us. And a special thank you to our stu-

dentsðwithout you we wouldnôt have a reason for 

Kesher at all!  

Have a great summer!  

Sincerely,  

Kesher Directors ï 2025-26  

Leah Bordman and Victoria Mayers  

Archives:  

Tim Baker, (360) 305-6945  

Care: 

Else Sokol, (360) 393-9618 

Sarah Witte, (360) 296-3058  

 

 

 

Membership: 

Sue Mahar (360) 319-5314 

Library, Scrip: 

Joan Wayne, (360) 676-8939 

Gartner Scholarship Fund:  

Carol Robinson, (360) 671-3852   

 

Synagogue 411 

Kesher Recap  

From the Kesher Center for Jewish Learning 
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fulfilling her mitzvah project: singing to seniors in the com-

munity who could use a boost through music. 

 

We are excited to witness and celebrate Chloe as  

she becomes a Bat Mitzvah and joyfully invite you  

to this simcha! 

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday, July 3, 2026 at 6:00 pm  

 Community potluck to follow  

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  

Saturday, July 4, 2026 at 10:00 am  

Kiddush luncheon to follow  

Chloe Nahani Braunstein will  

be called to the Torah as a Bat 

Mitzvah on July 4, 2026. She is the 

daughter of Jay and Mike, and sis-

ter to Max (and Izzy the Dog). 

CHLOE is Courageous, Hilarious, 

Loving, Original, and Expressive. 

She enjoys the beach and babysit-

ting, hanging out with friends, and 

playing games with family. Chloe is 

most passionate about making  

music and creating art. As she enters eighth grade at Cas-

cades Montessori Middle School, Chloe looks forward to 

Bat Mitzvah 

looking forward to traveling internationally with them in 

eighth grade. 

 

The Cohen family invites you to join us in this simcha! 

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday, August 7, 2026 at 6:00 pm  

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  

Saturday, August 8, 2026 at 10:00 am  

Kiddush luncheon to follow in the Social Hall  

If you plan to attend the Saturday morning service and Kid-

dush lunch, please RSVP to jesscknits@gmail.com 

.  

Leo David Cohen will be called to 

the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Au-

gust 8, 2026. Leo is the son of Joel 

and Jessica Cohen and big brother 

to Avi Cohen. 

    Leo will be entering eighth 

grade at the Franklin Academy, 

where he enjoys math, social stud-

ies, nutrition science, and econom-

ics classes. He had the opportunity 

to travel to Washington D.C. and 

Philadelphia with his classmates in seventh grade and is 

Bar Mitzvah 

and altering clothing, and she spends much of her free 

time competing in chess matches online. 

For her B'nai Mitzvah project, Mara goes out to clean 

headstones in the Jewish cemetery a couple times each 

month. 

 

The Donner family would love for you to 

join them in this simcha!  

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday, August 14, 2026 at 6:00 pm  

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  

Saturday, August 15, 2026 at 10:00 am  

Kiddush luncheon to follow  

Mara Bailey Donner will be called 

to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 

August 15, 2026. She is the 

daughter of Kevin Donner and  

Angie Lee, and the younger sister 

of Samuel and Lea. She also has 

two cats named Lucas and Chloe. 

Mara's interests and hobbies in-

clude chess, sewing, playing the 

cello, writing short stories, and 

playing both basketball and volley-

ball. She is also working her way toward a black belt in 

martial arts. Mara will be heading into eighth grade at 

Whatcom Middle School. Mara is constantly busy on her 

sewing machine, letting her creativity shine by making 

Bat Mitzvah 
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she is not on the court, she loves being with her sisters, 

her friends, and her extended family. Audreyôs bright spirit 

and joyful attitude bring smiles to everyone she meets. 

 

The Ellis Family invites you to join them in this simcha! 

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE  

Friday, August 28, 2026 at 6:00 pm  

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE  

Saturday, August 29, 2026 at 10:00  

If you are planning to attend the Saturday service and Kiddush 

lunch, please RSVP to ellis.mia@gmail.com.  

No gifts necessary.  

Audrey Blythe Ellis will be called 

to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 

August 29, 2026. She is the daugh-

ter of Todd and Mia Ellis, the 

granddaughter of Emil (zòl) and 

Tannia Hecht, and the sister of 

Josie and Vivi Ellis. Audrey will be 

entering eighth grade at Fairhaven 

Middle School this fall. She is an 

avid and hard-working student ath-

lete, competing in school and club 

teams in both volleyball (FMS, Apex, Boys & Girls Club) 

and basketball (FMS & Swish League Mariners). When 

Bat Mitzvah 

Abby Comstock is graduating from 

Anacortes High School and will be 

attending University of Washington- 

Seattle in the Fall to pursue a  

history/pre-law undergraduate de-

gree.  

It is with great pride and joy that we 

announce Sonorah DesRosiersôs 

graduation from Mount Baker Senior 

High. Norah is looking forward to 

attending WWU this Fall. She is in-

terested in exploring communica-

tions as an undergraduate major 

and is considering law school in the 

future. Norah has also expressed interest in joining the 

debate team as well as playing intramural volleyball dur-

ing her time at Western. 

Congratulations to Our 2026 Graduates! 

Liza Jane Price graduated from 

Bellingham High School in June. 

Next year she will be studying envi-

ronmental engineering at Oregon 

State University, where she has also 

been admitted to the Honors Col-

lege. She is the daughter of Alisa 

Sachs and Mark Price and the 

younger sister of Ezra Price.  

Nathaniel ñNateò Witte graduated 

from Squalicum High School with 

Honors, and earned an Associates 

degree in Arts & Sciences through 

Running Start. He will attend UW, 

where he plans to major in law, soci-

eties and justice.  

Jeremiah ñRemyò Witte graduated 

from Squalicum High School with 

Honors, and earned an Associates 

degree in General Engineering 

through Running Start. He will attend 

Colorado School of Mines, where he 

plans to major in metallurgical and ma-

terials engineering. 

Lucy Naiman is a recent Sehome 

High School graduate. Lucy has 

been part of the CBI community 

since she was four years old. She 

completed all levels of Kesher, 

served as a madricha, and partici-

pated in the MASSA trip to Spain 

and Portugal. In the fall, Lucy will 

attend Macalester College in St. Paul. MN, and plans to 

study economics and political science or international 

relations. She hopes to attend law school one day.  
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Friday, Jul. 3 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service 

Saturday, Jul. 4 10:00 am Chloe Braunstein 

Bat Mitzvah 

Friday, Jul. 10 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat  

Saturday, Jul. 11 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Pinchas) 

 10:30 am Saturday Shabbat  

Friday, Jul. 17 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Jul. 18 11:00 am Tot Shabbat 

Friday, Jul. 24 6:00 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Jul.25 10:00 am Fjola Martinez 

Bat Mitzvah 

Friday, Jul. 31 No Services at CBI 

Saturday, Aug. 1 10:30 am Contemplative 

Service 

Friday, Aug. 7 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Family Service  

Saturday, Aug. 8 10:00 am Leo Cohen 

Bar Mitzvah 

Friday, Aug. 14 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service  

Saturday, Aug. 15 10:00 am Mara Donner 

Bat Mitzvah 

Friday, Aug. 21 6:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service 

Saturday, Aug. 22 9:30 am Torah Study 

(Parashat Ki Tetze) 

 10:30 am Conservative 

Minyan 

Friday, Aug, 28 6:00 pm Shabbat Shira 

Saturday, Aug. 29 10:00 am Audrey Ellis 

Bat Mitzvah  

July/August 2026 Service Schedule  

PLEASE NOTE: Friday evening services and Saturday Torah study will be hybrid, allowing congregants and 

visitors to worship or study in person, or attend via Zoom. Except for Bônei Mitzvah, all Saturday morning 

services will be in-person only.  

July 01 Dashka and Jacob Garretson #19 
July 02 Orly and Oleg Ravitsky #20  
July 03 Robin and Bert Curtis #55 
July 03 Andrea and Josh Shupack #21 
July 06 Rebecca and Tom Oliver # 29 
July 07 Meredith and Yaniv Attar #19 
July 07 Gayle and Matt Kinney #19 
July 09 Mark B. and Helen Packer #31 
July 09 Gregg Orlik and Howard Fuller #18 
July 09 Vermeda Fred and Rodney Shainbom #9 
July 09 Meghan Galvin and Cody Fay #15 
July 11 Cierra and Peter Burkill #6 
July 12 Gary and Trisha Adelstein #39 
July 13 Sara Geballe and Steve James #18 
July 18 Christoph and Geraldine Reitz #34 
July 21 David and Katie Edelstein #53 
July 21 Andrew Schwarz and Leslie Garrison #13 
July 30 Orly Ziv-Maxim and Tom Maxim #30  
Aug 01 Alyson and Brooke Kassen #16 
Aug 01 Jerry Witler and Mary Knight #16 
Aug 02 Sylvia and John Williams #12 
Aug 04 Joshua Greenberg and Anita Meyer #30 
Aug 04 Inka von Sternenfels and Susan Gause #3 
Aug 04 Dan Ohms and Janine Shaw #26 
Aug 09 Miah and John LaMont #11 

Aug 11 Lyssa and Dan Anolik #24 
Aug 11 Deborah Oksenberg and Serge Lindner #24 
Aug 12 Kathleen and Larry Bell #47 
Aug 13 Tamar and Shawn Clarke #26 
Aug 14 Kevin Donner and Angie Lee #22 
Aug 15 Isaac and Wendy Blum #28 
Aug 15 Henry Curme and Karen Bailor #11  
Aug 15 Ray Wolpow and Diane Leigh #25 
Aug 15 Eric and Anglea Shapow #22 
Aug 16 Mark and Teresa Sommers #24 
Aug 17 Margaret Bikman and Jay Saxton #51 
Aug 18 Jessie Weinreb Benedict and 
 Jeffery Benedict Weinreb #8 
Aug 20 Litav Langley and Lindsay Wells #21 
Aug 21 Gayle Gordon-Martin and Stephen Martin #39 
Aug 21 Alexis and Brian Gentry #27 
Aug 24 Kayla Schott-Bresler and Ian McCurdy #13 
Aug 25 Shelley and Jay Wolfman #56 
Aug 25 Warren and Marybeth Taranow #30 
Aug 26 Miriam and Greg Schwartz #25 
Aug 27 Daniel and Sharona Feller #48 
Aug 29 Avram and Corinne Hecht #14 
Aug 29 Steve and Janis Ban #50 
Aug 30 Leah Kiviat and Ian Horton #18  

Anniversaries 

Did we miss your anniversary? Call the office at (360) 733-8890 or 
email office@bethisraelbellingham.org with the month, day, and year of your special day. 
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Solution on page 11 
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Angela and Eric Shapow, two of 

our newer members, moved to Bel-

lingham only in 2023, but they had 

visited often before. Their son, Erik, 

attended Western Washington Uni-

versity for Computer Science and 

chose to stay here, working in soft-

ware development. 
Angela and Eric joined CBI once they had settled in, 

looking for Jewish community. They have found the Con-

gregation welcoming and inviting.  

Like so many of our fellow members, they are not 

Northwesterners by birth. Angela grew up in South Flori-

da, where her first child, Erik, was born. She studied  

Philosophy at Florida Atlantic University but transferred to 

Boise State University when Erik was three. Boise was a 

more affordable place to raise a child. 

Eric Shapow was born in New Jersey and earned his 

BS in Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University. 

He worked in California for a while and then moved to Boi-

se. At the time, Angela was running a preschool, proving 

that a background in liberal arts is useful everywhere, but 

early childhood education wasnôt a well-paying profession. 

Looking for meaningful work with better pay, Angela ap-

plied to law school and was accepted at the University of 

Idaho in Moscow, Idaho. As chance would have it, she 

and Eric met through their synagogue just as she was 

leaving Boise. They didnôt allow distance to prevent their 

relationship from growing. 

While Angela was in law school, Eric found himself in-

creasingly interested in taxes. So, he enrolled in Boise 

State University to study for his MA in Taxation. During 

Angelaôs second year in law school, they married.  

Soon the family moved to Seattle. Eric had a tax ac-

counting job there and Angela ran a law firm focused on 

family matters, and, later, educational law. Their son, Si-

mon, was born in Seattle. Erik finished school and then 

completed the Running Start program at North Seattle 

Community College before transferring to Western.  

When Erik graduated from Western and Simon was in 

fifth grade, Angela and Eric made a courageous and unu-

sual decision: they moved to Iceland. They had visited the 

island several times, and when, in 2018, Angela had the 

chance to study International Education at the University 

of Iceland in Reykjavik, they thought ñwhy not?ò Angela 

took a sabbatical to study but remained as ñOf Counselò in 

her law firm. Eric began his own accounting firm, while Si-

mon attended an International School in the city. They en-

joyed the relatively quiet life and the beautiful and varied 

landscape of the island. There was also a supportive Jew-

ish community in Reykjavik. However, high school ends at 

age16 in Iceland: when Simon turned16 they needed to 

move back to the States, so Simon could gain a U.S. di-

ploma. 

They didnôt return to Seattle. It had grown too big, and 

traffic was too difficult for the kind of life they wanted; and, 

most of all, Erik was still in Bellingham. So it was that they 

chose to settle here. Now Eric continues to work between 

Iceland and Seattle, mostly with his Icelandic clients. He 

has taken up woodworking as a hobby, and the family liv-

ing room already houses handsome pieces he has made 

together with Simon, who also enjoys the craft. Angela 

earned an M.Ed. in teaching English as a Second Lan-

guage from Eastern Washington University and is now 

teaching at Skagit Valley College. She is still licensed to 

practice law but finds teaching much more enjoyable. She 

also enjoys needlepoint and mixed media art and has 

been writing brief anecdotal storiesðas yet unpublished. 

She loves hiking and s hoping to find people of her age 

and ability to walk with.* Meanwhile, Simon is ending his 

time in Running Start at Whatcom Community College 

and preparing to transfer to Western to study accounting.  

Continued on page 11 

Eric, Erik, Simon, and Angela Shapow 

Angela and Eric Shapow: Some 
Courageous Decisions   
 BY MINDA RAE AMIRAN  
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1. Rabbi Samuels with Sean and Nina Stein at Seanôs Naval Change of Command ceremony. 2. Alex Ross teaching at the 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot. 3. The Confirmation families. 4. Rabbi Samuels, Victoria Mayers, and Leah Bordman on the last day 

of Kesher. 5. Gan Yeladim at Kesher. 6. Micah Parker, Jesse Simon, Jonah Hawthorne, and Ezra Shupack at Kesher.  

7-9. Kesher picnic. 10. Hanging out at the Shabbaton. 11. Roasting marshmallows at the Shabbaton. 12. Campfire song 

session with Mikayla. 
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